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2020 SHOT SHOW TRIGGERS

longer than a factory Glock trigger pull, but is defi-

nitely lower in weight.

The first trigger pull is long but only roughly four 

pounds. Reset is short, and follow-up shots are only 

three pounds or so. This is a substantial improvement 

over Glock Gen 3 factory triggers, trust me.

As for why you would want a double action trigger 

pull, the makers of this trigger aren’t convinced of the 

drop-safetyness (I just made that word up) of factory 

Glocks, with their partially cocked strikers. Personally 

I don’t see that as an issue, and far more negligent dis-

charges occur with striker-fired pistols like the Glock 

when something (windbreaker drawstring, holster 

thumb-flap) accidentally gets wedged inside the trig-

ger guard than due to droppinage (I might have just 

made that word up too).

That said, the trigger pull weight and reset with this 

system is a substantial improvement over the factory 

offering, and I love that people continue to come up 

with cool products that work as advertised. This prod-

uct is still so brand new they’re working on pricing, 

but expect it to be roughly $200.

CMC

CMC Triggers (www.CMCTriggers.com) is the 

brainchild of Chip McCormick, an old-school com-

petition shooter. CMC is best known for improved 

1911 magazines and AR-15 cassette triggers. CMC 

recently sold off  the magazine side of the business 

to Wilson Combat (Chip and Bill Wilson are old 

friends), and has been focusing on triggers.

Last year CMC introduced their first trigger 

unit for the Glock pistol, and currently they have 

three — one each for the Gen 3, Gen 4, and Gen 

5 Glock models. Considering just about everybody 

these days is making a Glock clone (Rock River 

Armory and Palmetto State Armory are just the 

latest companies to announce their Glock-pattern 

pistols) there will be no shortage of  pistols in need 

of  fire control units.

Despite Glock’s insistence of  a “+/- 5.5-pound” 

trigger pull, Gen 3 and 4 Glocks with 5.5-pound 

connectors generally have trigger pulls in excess 

of  seven pounds. That’s a great extra safety mea-

sure if  you haven’t internalized that whole “keep 

your finger off  the trigger until your sights are on 

the target” thing, but for those of  us who know 

what we’re doing a seven-plus pound trigger on a 

striker-fired gun is actually less safe for defensive 

use, because it makes it harder to shoot the gun fast 

and accurately.

The Lightning Tap trigger system for Glocks provides a true double-action 

trigger pull for Gen 3 G17/19 Glock pistols, with a short reset and lighter 

follow-up shots.

The Lightning Tap shown installed on a Glock pistol. Even though the trig-

ger pull is a true double action the trigger pull is much lighter than a factory 

trigger system.

CMC Trigger’s new drop-in unit for PCCs. It is avail-

able with a traditional curved bow, or with a straight 

trigger as seen here.

The CMC Triggers’ drop-in unit for Glocks brings the trigger pull down to about four pounds and keeps all the 

same mechanical safeties, making it suitable for carry as well as competition. It also drastically reduces 

the reset. This unit features an aluminum trigger shoe with a flat face, and you can get the trigger in plain 

black or blue, red, gold, purple, or green.
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GET READY FOR THE HAMMER!

the rear of the receiver. Press it one way, and see Red? 

That is Fire. Press it the other way, and not see Red? 

That is Safe. The safety blocks the travel of the ham-

mer, not allowing it to contact the firing pin. There’s 

another safety system, inside of the bolt. The firing 

pin is made in two pieces. The lever both cycles the 

bolt back and forth, but also lifts the locking block to 

engage the bolt.

Part of the locking blocks job is to push up on 

the rear half  of the two-piece firing pin. That part 

is spring-loaded so as to not line up with the firing 

pin unless the locking block has pushed it into align-

ment. As a result, if  the lever is partway down, even 

if  the hammer strikes the rear firing pin, that rear 

part isn’t in line with the front part, and the rifle can’t 

fire. The Marlin design can’t fire out of battery. As if  

that wasn’t enough, there is a small plunger behind 

the trigger. If  the lever is out of place too much, the 

plunger acts to prevent the trigger from releasing the 

hammer.

The bolt is a cylindrical piece of steel, with a spring 

steel extractor clipped to it. You can see the extractor 

through the ejection port. With other designs, there 

might be some concern that the extractor is missing, 

chipped, worn or otherwise not sprung enough to do 

its job. All you’ve got to do with the Marlin is look. If  

you can see that it is all there, it is ready to go.

B
ill Wilson and I have had an acquaintance 
since 1982. We met at the U.S. IPSC Nation-

als. I spent a lot of time installing his various 1911 
parts into pistols back in my competition days, 
and upgrading various customers who were  
either competing, or prowling the streets of  
Detroit. When he decided to expand the line,  
he went for the items that we all lusted after: 
high-end 1911s, built complete, AR-15s, pump 
shotguns, and suppressors.

One of those he made for the .458 Socom, 
and later his own cartridge, the .458 Ham’R. The 
Socom fires a 300-grain bullet at 1,750 fps, and 
the Ham’R fires the same 300 at 2,100 fps.

When I asked if the .458 Whisper suppressor 
was up to the task of handling the .45-70, what I 
got was a laugh. “Oh, yes, no problem.”

The .458 Whisper is made of Titanium, it tips 
the scales at 17 ounces, and is only 6.625" long. 
It is quiet because as suppressors go, it is port-
ly. Bill opted to go with an external diameter of 
1.875" instead of the usual inch-and-a-half or 
inch-and-a-quarter, so he could get more internal 
volume without making the length excessive.

Since the .45-70 has to work to deliver the 
kind of velocities that the .458 Ham’R churns up, 
handling the gases is no problem. And if you opt 

WHISPER ME SOFT

Part of the sling is a braided 

550 cord assembly, which 

is hell for tough, and in an 

emergency, will provide 

you with lots of line.

The angled part, in the back of the bolt, seen from 

the side? That’s the back half of the firing pin, the 

part the locking block pushes up so the rifle will fire.

The trigger interlock, that the lever has to push up on, 

or else the 1895 won’t fire. Marlin rifles are plenty safe.

You can see the white line in the front sight blade, 

that makes aiming faster when the light gets dim. 

And the thread protector for the muzzle device  

attachment threads.

With the thread protector off, you can mount a flash hid-

er, muzzle brake or suppressor. My vote is for a muzzle 

brake. And then a suppressor. But that’s just me.

The ghost ring rear sight is fast, fat fast. It is also 

plenty accurate. Yes, if you make the aperture small-

er you make it more precise, but you also make it a 

lot slower. So, leave it alone.

The lever  

loop is  

also ringed  

with braided  

550 cord, to  

ease the impact  

on your hand from  

hard-kicking heavy loads.

The Wilson Combat Whisper suppressor comes 

with a mounting device (the muzzle brake) and 

adjustment shims. Oh, and the storage pouch, 

too. (ShopWilsonCombat.com)

Degrease the device, the threads, and use 

Rockset to lock it in place. Make sure it is 

tight, and let the Rockset set overnight. Do 

it right the first time, make sure it is tight, be  

patient, and then have fun later.
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GET READY FOR THE HAMMER!

The loading gate is a simple spring steel part, and 

you load the rifle by pushing each cartridge in turn 

into the gate, nose first.

The magazine is the tube below the barrel, inside 

of the handguard. It holds five rounds of .45-70.  

Before Hornady invented their FTX, flex-tip bullet, 

all lever action rifles were limited to bullets with a flat 

nose, a meplat, or a round nose of a large diameter. 

Anything that could impose the inertial recoil of the 

cartridge stack directly onto the primers of each was a 

hazard. And believe me when I tell you this was not a  

theoretical concern. Every few years there would be 

an article published on the problem, and I saw at 

least one myself  in my years of gunsmithing. Prim-

ers abused by sharp-pointed bullets in recoil would 

fire, and the resulting detonation would split the 

magazine tube, fragment the handguard, and make a 

mess of things. Ammunition makers knew about it, 

and made ammunition appropriate for such use, with 

flat-nosed or blunt round-nosed bullets, in the calibers 

common for lever action rifles. You know, .30-30, .35 

Remington, .444. .45-70. It was the reloaders who got  

into trouble.

The magazine is simplicity itself. It is a hollow tube 

with a follower and coil spring. The action parts are 

machined so that a cartridge of just the right length 

will get shoved out of the tube, held in place by the 

lifter, then lifted as you close the lever. If  you load 

a cartridge of the incorrect length into the tube, the 

feeding will not go so smoothly. It may not feed at all. 

Again, ammo companies know this, and it is reloaders 

who can make trouble for themselves.

Once the round is lifted, the bolt, going forward, 

strips the cartridge off  of the lifter and chambers it. 

The lever then finishes lifting the locking block, and 

the rifle is ready to fire.

If  you do not wish to fire at the moment, you can do 

one of four things. You can carefully ease the hammer 

down to the safety notch. You can press the crossbolt 

safety across. You can push the crossbolt safety across 

and then ease the hammer down. You can press the 

for a real heavyweight, say a 500-grain jacketed 
(using lead bullets in centerfire cartridge in a 
suppressor is a not-good idea) you will have an 
even quieter combo.

The Whisper suppressors mount via a rapid-
thread muzzle brake, there are no direct-thread 
suppressors in the Wilson combat line. So you 
need to mount the adapter, and use flat shims 
to get the brake properly “clocked.” That is, get 
the main ports pointing to the sides and thus 
give you recoil reduction without adding in lateral 
components to the recoil impulse. The muzzle 
brake also acts as the blast baffle, the first baf-
fles inside the suppressor that the gases impact, 
and that takes a lot of the stress off of the sup-
pressor.

You can have your Whisper suppressor in one 
of five calibers (9mm, 556, 762, 6.8 or .458) and 
five colors or the natural, bead-blasted titanium. 
This one, to match the 1895 Dark Series, came 
in black Armor-Tuff.

The process of installing a mount and a sup-
pressor is easy. First, the lash-up. Take off the 
thread protector. (Need I remind you to make 
sure the rifle is unloaded before we begin?) 
Remove the lever screw, lever and bolt. Hand-
tighten the mount and make sure it snugs up 
flush and looks straight. Use a crescent wrench 
or open-end wrench to get to a bit tighter, then 
spin on the suppressor.

Look down the bore from the breech end. With 
556 and 762 suppressors, you can use a Geis-
sele alignment gauge. There isn’t one for the 
.458, but the good news is, everything is so big 
you will clearly see if things are out of alignment.

If everything is fine, remove the suppressor. 
Remove the mount. Degrease the barrel threads 
and mount threads. Apply Rockset on the barrel 
threads and torque the mount to the manufactur-
ers limit. Let the Rockset harden overnight.

The next day, lube the mount threads for the 
suppressor. Get to the range, install the suppres-
sor, and get to work having fun.

Quick tip: it is not unusual for suppressors to 
loosen slightly when they warm up. So, after the 
first few rounds, before it is too hot to touch, re-
tighten the suppressor.

Work a lever like you want to break it. Be brisk, be strong, be quick, and don’t ease up on it. Leverguns can 

be fast, if you are fast.
The sights of the Marlin still line up over the 

Wilson Combat Whisper suppressor, so the 

irons are not a problem. The red-dot makes it 

even easier, and man, is this a fun combination.

The lineup of .45-70 ammo used. Left to right: Rem-

ington 300 grain SJHP, Black Hills 405 grain Cowboy, 

Black Hills 325 grain Honey Badger, Hornady 410 

grain Subsonic, Hornady 250 grain Monoflex.
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Wilson Combat 

is now offering 

the .350 Legend 

cartridge in their 

line of AR-15 rifles 

for whitetail, pig and 

bear hunters looking 

for a hard-hitting 

brush cartridge.
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WILSON COMBAT’S

By David M. Fortier Photography by Rachel R. Fortier

What does Winchester’s .350 Legend 
bring to the table when mated to

a high-quality AR-15 hunting rifle?

D
oes the world really need another cartridge 

for the AR-15 family of rifles and pistols? Of 

course it does! You can never have too many 

options right? While general purpose “do it all” 

cartridges have their place, I do appreciate a design 

intended to excel at a specific task. In this regard I do 

not agree with Robert A. Heinlein’s postulation that 

“Specialization is for insects.” So, when Winchester 

introduced their .350 Legend cartridge in 2019 I took 

note of it. The .350 Legend was specifically designed 

to be an effective game cartridge on large whitetail 

deer and similar sized animals. It accomplishes this by 

throwing a moderate diameter and weight projectile 

at a respectable velocity. Due to this it is especially 

well-suited for those that hunt in heavy cover where 

the shots are relatively short. Plus, as it features a 

straight-walled cartridge case, it is legal for hunting in 

those states, such as Ohio, which have this stipulation 

in their hunting codes.

A number of firearms manufacturers have added 

this caliber to their line-up since it was introduced, 

with Wilson Combat among them. The rifle seen on 

these pages is Wilson Combat’s Protector AR carbine 

chambered in .350 Legend. They also offer this caliber 

in their Recon Tactical, Ranger and Ultralight Ranger 

lines, so they have a few to choose from. Wilson Com-

bat’s Protector is a very light, quick-handling and 

compact 16-inch AR carbine which is very well-suited 

for brush hunting. Before I delve into what Wilson 

Combat has cooked up though, let’s examine the .350 

Legend cartridge.

Winchester Ammunition introduced the .350 

Legend at the 2019 SHOT Show in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

But why did they develop it? A host of cartridges have 

been expressly developed for, or which fit neatly into 

the AR-15. These include the 5.56x45mm, .22 Nosler, 

.224 Valkyrie, 6x45mm, 6mm ARC, 6.5mm Grendel, 

6.8x43mm Rem SPC, 300 AAC Blackout, 7.62x39mm, 

.350 LEGEND

Introduced by 

Winchester  

at the 2019 

SHOT Show the 

.350 Legend is a 

hunting cartridge 

well suited for 

large whitetail 

deer and similar 

size animals.
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WILSON COMBAT’S .350 LEGEND

Bill Wilson, the founder of Wilson Combat, got his start customizing 1911s and S&W Model 10s working in 

the back of his father’s jewelry store way back in the 1970s. (Photo by James Tarr)

From his humble start Bill Wilson has grown his busi-

ness into a powerhouse which covers pistols, rifles 

and shotguns. (Photo by James Tarr)

300 HAM’R, .450 Bushmaster, .458 SOCOM and .50 

Beowulf. However, if  you look at this list you will note 

there are no common mainstream cartridges in the 

void going from the .30-calibers to .45-caliber. Win-

chester noticed this large hole and decided to fill it 

with an appropriate hunting cartridge.

Now, what I find interesting is Winchester says the 

.350 Legend is built on a new cartridge case design. 

In considering what would work best in the market, 

Winchester recognized the need for standardization. 

Standardization is what, after all, made the AR-15 as 

hugely popular as it is. Cartridges which deviate from 

the standard and require a specialized part, such as 

a proprietary bolt in the case of the 6.5mm Grendel 

and 6.8x43mm Rem SPC often face difficulty being 

widely accepted. In the case of the 6.5mm Grendel, 

it took years for it to be embraced by mainstream 

shooters. So, when Winchester developed the .350 

Legend they decided to utilize the same rim diame-

ter as the 5.56x45mm NATO. Thus, with a .378-inch 

nominal rim diameter the .350 Legend utilizes stan-

dard 5.56x45mm NATO AR-15 bolts. The only pro-

prietary part needed to build a .350 Legend AR-15 is 

just the barrel.

Overall cartridge length was kept to the 5.56x45mm 

standard of 2.26-inches. Due to this there are no prob-

lems with STANAG dimensioned magazines in this 

regard. Case length is 1.71-inch and the base diameter 

is .390-inch. Case capacity is 36.5 grains (water). Pro-

jectile diameter is listed as .357-inch which is 9.1mm. 

This diameter has long been popular with American 

shooters, sportsmen and hunters and there is a pleth-

ora of projectiles readily available in this diameter for 

reloaders.

Moving up from .30-caliber to .357-inch also pro-

vides a nice increase in projectile diameter without 

getting into the heavier recoil of the big-bores. So, 

it’s a nice compromise offering a step-up from the 

smaller calibers while having better exterior ballistics 

and softer felt-recoil compared to the big dogs like 

the .458 SOCOM. Another important point is .350 

Legend ammunition is noticeably less expensive than 

fodder for the big-bores. The .458 SOCOM is a great 

cartridge, but it is very expensive if  you want to rec-

reationally shoot with it. This in and of itself  is an 

important selling point to many shooters and hunters.

What about performance? This is after all where the 

rubber meets the road. Winchester’s intended goal was 

for the .350 Legend to appeal to deer hunters and for 

it to have sufficient bullet diameter, mass and retained 

velocity to harvest large deer at 200 yards. With the 

cartridge Winchester introduced five loads ranging in 

weight from 145 all the way up to 265-grains. This line 

shows the versatility of the cartridge and consists of:

• 145-grain FMJ at 2,350 fps

• 150-grain Deer Season XP at 2,350 fps

• 160-grain Power Max Bonded at 2,225 fps

• 180-grain Power-Point at 2,100 fps

• 265-grain Super Suppressed Subsonic at 1,060 fps

A quick look at these loads shows the .350 Legend 

in its lighter bullet weights offers a larger diameter 

and heavier projectile than the standard 123-grain 

7.62x39mm while matching its velocity. If  you move 

up to similar 145- or 150-grain bullet weights in 

7.62x39mm and 300 AAC Blackout the .350 Legend 

has a distinct velocity advantage, especially over the 

300 AAC Blackout. Unlike the .30-calibers though, 

you can move up to a supersonic 180-grain load in 

.350 Legend. This will provide a good combination of 

mass, expansion and penetration.

When it comes to subsonic loads the .350 Legend 

significantly out-performs the .30-calibers. It is capa-

ble of driving a much heavier and larger diameter pro-

jectile when shooting subsonic through a suppressor. 

In this regard performance is similar to the Russian 

9x39mm. Keep in mind, the only reason the 9x39mm 

exists is due to Russia’s Special Operation communi-

ty’s dissatisfaction with the terminal performance and 

penetration of subsonic 7.62x39mm on the battlefield.

Now to be fair, comparing Winchester’s .350 

Legend to the 300 AAC Blackout and 7.62x39mm 

is really apples to oranges. The .350 Legend is a 

hunting cartridge while the 300 AAC Blackout and 

7.62x39mm are smaller bottleneck military cartridges. 

So what would be an ideal cartridge to compare the 

.350 Legend with? Perhaps the best cartridge to judge 

the .350 Legend by is one of my old favorites, the .35 

Remington.

A cult favorite in the North East, the .35 Remington 

may be old, but it remains popular with brush hunters 

going after whitetail, black bear and elk. When I was 

a teenager it was a popular caliber in Marlin’s Model 

336 lever-action rifle and my brother-in-law swore by 

it. A competitor to Winchester’s hugely popular .30-

30 Winchester, the .35 Remington was introduced in 

The .350 Legend is a hunting cartridge designed 

to work well in the AR-15 L to R: 5.56x45mm, .350 

Legend, 300 AAC BLK, 7.62x39mm and the classic 

.30-30 Winchester.
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WILSON COMBAT’S .350 LEGEND

Wilson Combat’s .350 Legend Protector is a light 

and handy 16-inch AR-15 intended to be easy to 

carry, quick handling and hard-hitting.

The .350 Legend Protector is 

built on forged upper and lower 

receivers and features a hunting 

profile match barrel with a free-

floating M-LOK handguard.

One of Nightforce’s excellent NX8 1-8x24mm F1 was utilized during testing. This 

is a very compact optic which zooms from 1x to 8x and features a Front Focal 

Plane daylight illuminated Mil reticle. A Wilson Combat/BCM Starburst Gunfighter Grip is standard.

1906. It was chambered in the Remington Model 8 

semi-auto in 1908 and unlike many of its competitors 

of the day, the .35 Remington remains in produc-

tion today.

Like the .350 Legend, the .35 Remington was 

designed as a short-range (200 yards) brush gun car-

tridge for hunters. It was also intended to out-perform 

a popular .30-caliber hunting cartridge, in this case 

the .30-30 Winchester. It did this by driving a .358-

inch 200-grain SP at 2,080 fps or a lighter 180-grain 

SP at about 2,120 fps. On the flip-side, recoil was not 

bad and even as a skinny teenage kid I always enjoyed 

shooting it. The .35 Remington gained a cult follow-

ing among hunters the old-fashioned way, it earned 

it through its performance in the hunting field. Its 

recipe for success is simple, drive a .35-caliber bullet 

which is fairly heavy in weight at moderate velocity 

to achieve reliable expansion and good penetration. 

Performance wise the 180-grain .350 Legend load 

basically duplicates the muzzle velocity of the well-

proven .35 Remington 180-grain load. Performance in 

the hunting field should be similar to the classic .35 

Remington as well.

Now what about the Wilson Combat Protec-

tor AR-15 chambered in .350 Legend seen on these 

pages? It is a good looking and well thought-out little 

hunting carbine. At just six pounds and nine ounces, 

it is very light for carrying all day in the field. So, if  

you are hiking over hill and dale it will not weigh 

you down. Plus, thanks to its 16-inch barrel and 33.2 

inch overall length with the stock collapsed it will not 

hang-up getting into and out of a vehicle or get in the 

way strapped to an ATV. It has all the features you 

might want with no unnecessary bells or whistles. It’s 

a typical Wilson Combat product, well thought out 

and nicely executed.

My first introduction to Bill Wilson’s work came 

while attending an Advanced Defensive Rifle course 

some 20 years ago. One of my fellow students was 

carrying a Wilson 1911 and I can remember being 

impressed by its handsome looks, fit, finish, accu-

racy and reliability. I had read about Wilson Combat 

1911s, but this was the first time I had actually seen 

and handled one. I came away impressed.

Bill Wilson, the founder of Wilson Combat, is one 

of those legends of the industry who began building 

custom firearms way back in the big mustache days of 

the 1970s. Like many, he had a humble start. It’s inter-

esting to note he started customizing 1911s and S&W 

Model 10s working in the back of his father’s jewelry 

store. I doubt his father had any idea what destiny had 

in store for his son. Due to the quality of his work, 

his grasp of the industry and a whole lot of sweat 

and toil his business steadily grew and expanded. 

Today Wilson Combat is known for much more than 

just their handgun work. In 2000, he had grown to 

the point where he was able to purchase Scattergun 

Technologies. In doing so he kicked the door in on 

the shotgun market and proceeded to make a name 

for himself  there.

Wilson also recognized the rise of the AR-15 and 

entered that market. At this point in our story I will 

admit that I was not overly impressed by the first 

Wilson Combat AR-15 I saw. It was what they called 

an M-4 Tactical Carbine, and while quite expensive, it 

didn’t really seem very different than any other AR-15 

of the time. I frankly expected a lot more from a rifle 

with the Wilson Combat logo, and price tag. Perhaps 

Wilson recognized this or perhaps he simply needed 
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WILSON COMBAT’S .350 LEGEND

The .350 Legend requires a proprietary magazine, a 

Lancer was used during testing and it is seen here 

compared to a standard 20-round 5.56x45mm AR-15 

magazine.

Surrounding the 

16-inch match 

barrel is a Wilson 

Combat M-LOK Rail. 

Barrel twist is 1 

turn in 16 inches to 

enhance accuracy.

Wilson Combat outfits the Protector with a Rogers 

Super-Stock.

Wilson Combat’s Tactical Hunter is light, even after 

you mount a sling and optic. It carries well, is very 

quick to the shoulder and lively in the hands.

If you prefer to sit rather than stalk deer, you will 

find the Wilson easy to maneuver and very accurate 

when a shot presents itself.

time to put his own touch on this design. It wasn’t 

long though before his AR-15s evolved and took on 

a distinctive look more befitting their name and price.

The Wilson Combat .350 Legend Protector is an 

example of what he currently offers. It’s a handsome 

piece which exudes the look, fit and performance of 

what you’d expect from this respected, and expensive, 

brand. This model features a forged flattop upper 

receiver. The flattop design facilitates easy mounting 

of day/night optics and iron sights. Riding inside is 

a Wilson Combat Premium bolt carrier with Black 

Nitride finish.

Fitted to the front of the receiver is a Wilson 

Combat Match grade barrel. This is a light contour 

piece well suited to a hunting rifle and features a Mid-

Length gas system with a low profile gas block. Twist 

is one turn in 16 inches and the muzzle features 5/8x24 

threads. A Wilson Combat Q-Comp completes the 

barrel. Surrounding the barrel is a Wilson Combat 

10.4-inch M-LOK Rail. This allows accessories such 

as a white light, bipod or sling swivel to be easily 

mounted.

The upper receiver pins onto a forged lower receiver 

with integral trigger guard. Inside this you will find 

a Wilson Combat TTU (Tactical Trigger Unit) M2 

with a 4-pound pull. Inside the receiver extension is a 

standard weight buffer and a Mil-Spec buffer spring. 

A Wilson Combat/BCM Starburst Gunfighter Grip 

is standard along with a Rogers Super-Stock. This 

model measures 33.2 inches in length with the stock 

collapsed and weighs a very handy 6 pounds 9 ounces 

without mag or optic. All in all it is a very good look-

ing piece.

Pulling it from its box I noted Wilson Combat’s 

.350 Legend Protector carbine to be nicely made with 

no apparent flaws. It carries well, is very quick to the 

shoulder and lively in the hands. It swings quickly 

and stops on a dime. The handguard feels good in the 

Accuracy from the bench was excellent as this 

three-shot group shows.

Snap-shooting a steel plate at 50 yards proved a lot of 

fun, recoil is fairly mild allowing a fast follow-up shot.
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WILSON COMBAT’S .350 LEGEND

so I just held a bit high. All five shots dropped neatly 

into the lower chest, just a bit off-center.

Throughout testing the Wilson Combat .350 

Legend Protector plugged away without issue. It fed, 

extracted and ejected flawlessly. Ejection was to three 

o’clock. Zero issues were encountered. In my opinion 

it carried nicely, shot well and looked good doing it. It 

is a pleasant piece to fire with a bit more thump than 

a 300 AAC Blackout or 7.62x39mm. If  Bill Wilson’s 

.350 Legend Protector interests you, pricing starts at 

$1,999.95. Will Winchester’s .350 Legend take the 

world by storm? I doubt it, but neither did the .35 

Remington and that remains a cult favorite among 

hunters.

WILSON COMBAT

.350 LEGEND PROTECTOR

Caliber: .350 Legend

Operation: Direct gas with rotating 
multi-lug bolt

Barrel: 18 inches, 1-16 inch twist 

Muzzle Threads: 5/8x24

Handguard: Wilson Combat 10.4 inch 
M-LOK Rail

Trigger: Wilson Combat TTU M2

Overall Length: 33.2 inches with stock 
collapsed

Weight: 6 pounds 9 ounces without 
mag or optic

Stock: Rogers Super-Stock

Sights: None

Finish: Armor-Tuff

MSRP: $1,999.95 starting price

Contact: Wilson Combat
WilsonCombat.com
(870) 545-3618

Five shots fired prone at 100 yards with Winchester’s 

145-grain FMJ load grouped well.

Here is five-shots fired prone at 200 yards. They 

dropped a bit low and off center but the group is good!

hand and the stock locks solidly in place with zero 

movement. The test rifle arrived with a 20-round 

Lancer magazine clearly marked “.350 Legend”. This 

inserted easily and dropped free with the push of a 

button. The trigger was fairly light and crisp and well 

suited for hunting.

The optic I chose to use during testing is Night-

force’s excellent NX8 1-8x24mm F1 (NightforceOp-

tics.com). This is a very compact optic which zooms 

from 1x to 8x and features a Front Focal Plane day-

light illuminated Mil reticle. On 1x you can utilize 

it like a red dot and on higher magnifications you 

have Mil marks for hold-over and windage/lead cor-

rections.

Very compact in size the NX8 is only 8.75 inches 

long and weighs just 17 ounces. The scope features 

.2 Mil adjustments with 20 Mils of  adjustment per 

full turret rotation. Plus, the elevation turret fea-

tures a zero stop. The windage turret is capped, 

which I prefer and there are 10 illumination inten-

sity settings with an off  position between each 

one. All optical sights are composed of  a number 

of  compromises, and that 

is certainly true here. How-

ever, this small scope brings 

a lot to the table.

While there are a number 

of loads available in .350 Legend due to the panic 

buying I was only able to get my hands on two, Win-

chester’s 145-grain FMJ and 180-grain Power-Point. 

After a quick bore sight I got to work firing four 

five-shot groups from the bench at 100 yards while 

recording velocities. Accuracy was rather good with 

the 145-grain FMJ load averaging .9 of an inch at 

2,365 fps. The 180-grain Power-Point load averaged 

one inch at 2,107 fps. Recoil while shooting from the 

bench is relatively mild and it’s a comfortable rifle to 

shoot. Feeding the first round from a fully loaded 20-

round magazine was a bit dry, download one round 

and everything went smoothly. Extraction and ejec-

tion were flawless.

Moving from the bench I did some snap-shooting 

on an eight-inch plate at 50 yards. I did this for fun 

getting a feel for the Wilson and the .350 Legend. Next 

I fired a five-shot group prone at a Shootsteel.com sil-

houette at 100 yards. Using the mounting bolt as my 

point of aim I put 5 rounds just above it. Moving a 

target out to 200 yards I tried my luck at this distance 

shooting prone. I wasn’t sure what my drop would be 

The Wilson Combat Protector 

strips easily for cleaning and 

routine maintenance. Overall it 

is a very nicely made AR-15.

ACCURACY AND VELOCITY CHART WILSON COMBAT .350 LEGEND PROTECTOR

Load
Muzzle 

Velocity (fps)
Standard 
Deviation

Average 
Group (in.) 

Winchester 145-grain FMJ 2,365 19.8 .9

Winchester 180-grain Power-Point 2,107 22 1

Groups are an average of four five-shot groups fired from a rest at 100 yards. Velocity readings recorded 
at the muzzle with a LabRadar Doppler chronograph at an ambient temperature of 75 degrees F 1,030 
feet above Sea Level.

Winchester offers a variety  

of loads in .350 Legend  

running from 145 to  

180-grains in supersonic 

loads and a heavy 265-grain 

subsonic load for use with  

a suppressor.
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