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MAX-9

MANUFACTURER
Sturm, Ruger & Co.
ruger.com

TYPE Striker-fired autoloader

CALIBER 9mm

MAGAZINE CAPACITY 12 rounds

BARREL 3.2 in.

OVERALL LENGTH 6.0 in.

WIDTH 1.05 in.

HEIGHT 4.5 in.

WEIGHT, EMPTY 18.4 oz.

GRIPS Integral to polymer frame

FINISH Black oxide

SIGHTS
Drift-adjustable rear, tritium/fiber-optic 
front

TRIGGER 5.25-lb. pull (as tested)

SAFETY
Manual thumb safety, safety trigger, internal 
striker block

MSRP $499

RUGER MAX-9 ACCURACY & VELOCITY

25-YD.

VEL. E.S. S.D. ACC.

AMMUNITION (FPS) (FPS) (FPS) (IN.)

9mm Luger, 3.2-in. Barrel

Norma 108-gr. MHP 1077 15 7 2.61

Hornady Critical Defense 115-gr. FTX 1009 21 12 2.94

Wilson Combat 115-gr. HAP 1029 25 9 2.00

Federal Punch 124-gr. JHP 1057 39 12 2.55

Speer CarryGun 135-gr. Gold Dot G2 1001 33 10 2.39

NOTES: Accuracy is the average of three, five-shot groups fired from a sandbag benchrest. Velocity is the average 
of five rounds measured 12 feet from the gun’s muzzle.

Test-firing the MAX-9 with five 9mm factory loads 

revealed that recoil is pretty snappy but not painful. It also 

demonstrated how reliable the pistol functions. There was 

not a single failure to feed, extract, eject, or cycle over the 

course of firing the full 100 rounds. For the record, three, 

five-shot groups were fired for accuracy and another five 

rounds for velocity with each of the five factory loads.

Speaking of accuracy, 

the MAX-9’s overall aver-

age accuracy at 25 yards 

from a sandbag ben-

chrest was 2.50 inches. 

The best single five-shot 

group measured less than 

2.0 inches (it was with the 

Wilson Combat ammuni-

tion). Again, reliability was 

flawless throughout the 

shooting session, and while 

the recoil was snappy, the 

pistol was easy to handle. 

Ruger MAX-9 9mm  //  Continued from page 69

Ruger’s new micro-size 9mm MAX-9 offers everything 

that concealed carry permit holders want: compact size, 

light weight, high magazine capacity, optics ready, excel-

lent accuracy, infallible functioning, smooth trigger pull, 

and a very reasonable price. If you haven’t tried the MAX-9, 

you should. It’s a good choice for a micro-size personal-

protection pistol.
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