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compact personal-pro-
tection pistols.

Federal’s Micro HST 
features a heavy-for-cal-

iber JHP bullet that is 
engineered for optimal 

penetration and superior ter-
minal performance along with 

high-performance primers and 
propellants that are optimized 
for efficient cycling, lower 

velocity, less recoil, and excellent accuracy from subcompact semi-
automatic pistols.

Speer’s Gold Dot CarryGun ammo incorporates the newly rede-
signed Gold Dot G2 JHP bullet that has been specially engineered 
for superior feeding and terminal ballistics from concealed-carry 
handguns. The hollowpoint is shallower and filled with elastomer 
that is forced into engineered internal fissures to initiate expan-
sion upon impact, resulting in extremely uniform expansion, better 
separation of the petals, and more consistent penetration across 
barrier types.

SIG SAUER’s 365 V-Crown JHP also is optimized for con-
cealed-carry guns. Like the other specialized loads mentioned 
here, it’s engineered for reduced recoil while providing optimal 
performance in short-barreled semiautomatic pistols. It features 
a stacked hollowpoint cavity, delivering exceptional on-target 
energy, maximum weight retention, and optimal expansion for 
ultimate stopping power.

Remington’s Ultimate Defense Compact 
Handgun ammunition is loaded with a brass 
jacketed hollowpoint bullet that’s optimized for 
substantial expansion and deep penetration at 
a velocity 100 fps less than conventional JHP 
ammo. Like the others, it is optimized for short-
barreled semiautomatic pistols.

The Wilson Combat “Optimized for Com-
pacts” loading I used is loaded with a Hornady 
147-grain roundnose bullet. Wilson says this sub-
sonic load meets the minimum/minor power 
floor requirement for IDPA/USPSA competi-
tion and that the RN bullet and select propellant 
easily cycle most compact and subcompact 
Model 1911s, making it a great training choice 
for recoil-sensitive shooters.

MICRO 9 RAPIDE (BLACK ICE)

MANUFACTURER
Kimber
kimberamerica.com

TYPE Recoil-operated autoloader

CALIBER 9mm Luger

MAGAZINE CAPACITY 7 rounds

BARREL 3.15 in.

OVERALL LENGTH 6.4 in.

WIDTH 1.08 in.

HEIGHT 4.07 in.

WEIGHT, EMPTY 15.6 oz.

GRIPS Textured G10

FINISH
KimPro II Silver/Gray frame and slide, black 
grips

SIGHTS TRUGLO TFX PRO Day/Night Sights

TRIGGER 7.0-lb. pull (as tested)

SAFETY
Ambidextrous manual thumb safety, firing 
pin safety

MSRP $883

PACK SOME STYLE

The new Micro 9 Rapide comes with high-visibility TRUGLO TFX PRO Day/Night Sights that 

combine fiber-optic and tritium technology to be easily acquired in daylight as well as to 

glow brightly in the dark without batteries or exposure to light.
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The Micro 9 Rapide’s magazine holds seven rounds of 9mm Luger ammunition, and it  

has a finger-extension-type baseplate that allows for a comfortable grip with all fingers. The 

pistol’s grip frame features a wide magazine well and dimpling on the frontstrap.

KIMBER MICRO 9 RAPIDE ACCURACY & VELOCITY

25-YD.

VEL. E.S. S.D. ENERGY RECOIL ACC.

AMMUNITION (FPS) (FPS) (FPS) (FT-LBS) (FT-LBS) (IN.)

9mm Luger, 3.15-in. Barrel

Black Hills 100-gr. HoneyBadger +P 1028 39 17 235 4.6 2.72

Hornady Critical Defense Lite 100-gr. FTX 1167 22 16 302 6.1 1.88

Hornady Critical Defense 115-gr. FTX 1062 19 12 288 6.8 2.93

SIG SAUER 365 V-Crown 115-gr. JHP 1007 44 25 259 6.1 3.33

Rem. Ultimate Defense Compact Handgun 124-gr. BJHP 1089 49 29 327 7.9 2.22

Black Hills 125-gr. HoneyBadger 917 30 10 233 5.5 2.77

Hornady Critical Duty 135-gr. FlexLock +P 1006 31 15 303 8.0 2.99

Speer Gold Dot CarryGun 135-gr. GDHP 1070 30 10 343 9.1 2.13

Browning BXP 147-gr. X-Point HP 958 27 11 300 8.0 4.38

Wilson Combat Optimized for Compacts 147-gr. RN 887 25 10 257 7.7 3.52

Winchester Defender 147-gr. JHP 864 53 27 244 6.7 3.75

Federal Personal Defense HST Micro 150-gr. JHP 880 25 13 258 7.4 2.08

NOTES: Accuracy is the average of three, five-shot groups fired from a sandbag benchrest. Velocity is the average of 

five rounds measured 12 feet from the gun’s muzzle.

While Black Hills’s HoneyBadger isn’t spe-
cifically engineered for subcompact handguns, 
I just have to mention it because it is so unique. 
This line of self-defense ammunition does not 
use a hollowpoint bullet. Instead, it features a 
newly designed homogeneous copper projectile, 
developed in cooperation with Lehigh Defense, 
that has cutting edges on the forward surface 
and flutes on the ogive that redirect tissue as the 
bullet impacts and penetrates. It is tremendously 
effective.

Now for my shooting results. As you can 
see from the accompanying chart, the Micro 9 
Rapide averaged from 1.88 to 4.38 inches for 
five-shot groups at 25 yards with the dozen 9mm 
factory loads I fired. Overall average was 2.89 
inches. In my opinion, that’s quite good for a 
subcompact gun that’s intended for up-close per-
sonal protection.

The best average accuracy I achieved came 
with Hornady’s Critical Defense Lite 100-grain 
FTX, and that load averaged 1.88 inches. Second 
place in terms of accuracy was 2.08 inches, and 
it was with the Federal Personal Defense Micro HST 150-grain 
JHP load. At 2.13 inches, third place went to Speer’s Gold Dot 
CarryGun 135-grain JHP load.

At a range of seven yards, which is an industry-accepted self-
defense distance, the Micro 9 Rapide put a full magazine of seven 
rounds with each load into groups that were easily half the size of 
their 25-yard counterparts.

I calculated the energies of each load based on the velocities 
I obtained using an online calculator, and the loading with the 
highest energy (343 ft-lbs) was the 135-grain Speer Gold Dot 

CarryGun. Not far below that was the 124-grain Remington Ulti-
mate Defense Compact Handgun with an energy of 327 ft-lbs. 
Note that I measured the velocities with my chronograph placed 
12 feet from the gun’s muzzle.

Because recoil is calculated using velocity, bullet weight, gun 
weight, and powder charge, I estimated the powder charges by 
comparing handloads listed in the 2021 Hodgdon Annual Manual 
and then used another online calculator to assess each load’s recoil. 
The values are listed in the accompany chart, but briefly, the soft-
est shooting load was the 100-grain Black Hills HoneyBadger. 

My internal recoil “guess-
timator” confirmed that 
during the shooting session 
because this load was very 
easy on felt recoil. The load 
with the highest recoil was 
the 135-grain Speer Gold 
Dot CarryGun.

Importantly, I had no 
failures to feed, extract, or 
eject in the 324 total rounds 
I fired through the Micro 9 
Rapide. It proved to be 100 
percent reliable and easy 
to handle. So, in the end, 
you could say the Micro 9 
Rapide (Black Ice) is stylish 
in both looks and perfor-
mance. Like I said before, it’s 
a personal-protection pistol 
with plenty of panache.

PACK SOME STYLE
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