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PERFORMANCE

LOAD
Bullet 

Weight

Velocity 

(fps)

Extreme 

Spread

Standard 

Deviation

Best Group 

(in.)

Avg. Group 

(in.)

Wilson XTP 115 1,044 29 16 3.4 3.9

Black Hills TAC-XP+P 115 1,039 24 11 2.8 3.7

Hornady JHP+P 124 1,002 33 15 2.8 4.3

Federal HST 147 828 28 14 2.6 4.0

Accuracy results are the averages of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from a sandbag rest. 

Velocities are averages of 10 shots measured with an Oehler Model 35 12 feet from the muzzle.

Unless you’ve got small hands, you probably won’t be 

able to get all of your fingers all the way onto the gun 

unless you’re using the 12-round magazine or attach the 

finger hook extension onto the 10-round magazine. This 

means the gun is small — maybe not small enough for a 

regular pocket but a cargo pocket.

At the range, I found I far preferred shooting the 

pistol with the extended magazine in place. While it 

does add about half an inch in height, that 11 percent 

extra height provides a 20 percent increase in capacity. 

I like that math. 

Because I can get my whole hand on the gun with the 

extended magazine in place and because it has excel-

lent high-visibility sights, it behaves like a much larger 

gun. I was rapidly and confidently double-tapping the 

center of a silhouette target 15 yards away. This is unre-

markable if you are talking about full-size duty pistols, 

but the fact that I was able to do it with a subcompact is 

quite telling.

The Ruger was surprisingly controllable with stan-

dard ammo, shooting with and without the extended 

12-round magazine. When using overpressure (+P) 

ammo, on the other hand, it was quite a handful — as 

you would expect with an 18-ounce gun. The pistol is 

rated for +P ammo, but Ruger states that a steady diet 

of +P ammo will shorten the life of the pistol. 

My “shooting bad guys” philosophy has always been 

“Mo Hits = Mo Betta.” Considering all 9mm ammo 

has no problem penetrating to the deepest corners of 

the human body, I would have no qualms carrying the 

MAX-9 loaded with generic standard-pressure JHPs 

to keep the recoil down and would consider myself 

well-protected. I would carry the gun with the extended 

12-round magazine in place, however, as the increased 

level of control it provides me would translate into faster 

and more accurate shooting no matter what kind of 

ammo was in the pistol. Your experience, as they say, 

may differ.

The MAX-9 is roughly the size and weight of a snub-

nose revolver, but instead of five shots, you have 10+ or 

12+1, substantially better sights, and a lighter, shorter 

trigger pull. Only a few years ago, pistols this size, with 

this performance and capacity, were the stuff of fiction. 

Now, manufacturers are falling over themselves one-up-

ping each other. The MAX-9 offers quite a bit of bang 

for the buck, and apparently, I’m not the only person to 

think so. According to my source at Ruger, “The back-

orders for our MAX-9 blew right past our already fairly 

high expectations.”

An honest review of the MAX-9 would at least men-

tion the competition — the Springfield Armory Hellcat, 

the S&W Shield Plus, and the pistol that started the 

current rush, the SIG P365. The Ruger MAX-9 is the 

least expensive of the lot, while offering roughly equiva-

lent features and performance. This is in large part due 

to Ruger’s dominant position in the marketplace. They 

make more guns than anyone else in America, and that 

manufacturing capacity equates to lower production 

cost, which is passed on to the consumer. In this battle 

for the retail dollar, it is you who wins. 

The MAX-9 comes in two flavors, 
the standard model shown here with 
a thumb safety and a PRO model 
without the external safety. 
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