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12 SHOOTING TIMES  •  BOOK OF THE MODEL 1911

“beavertail” grip safeties came into being, with the spur hammer 
replaced with the rounded Commander-style hammer. These 
changes were to make the pistol a little bit more comfortable to 
shoot and easier to carry, but the original thumb safety and grip 
safety as seen on this pistol work just fine.

At the Range
After spending time at the range, I realized I needn’t have 

bothered bringing those extra aftermarket magazines. I never 
used them because I never needed them; the provided Check-
mate magazine worked just fine. Admittedly, I limited my ammo 
choices to FMJ and hollowpoints that have FMJ-type profiles, 
but the gun fed and fired everything.

As the old-timers used to say, the M1 Garand, at 9 pounds, was 
too heavy…until you shot it. The same could be argued about the 
1911. The .45 ACP cartridge generates some serious recoil, and 
the weight of this pistol helps absorb it and also keeps muzzle 
rise down.

This pistol was surprisingly accurate, and I probably could 
have shot better groups if I wasn’t saddled with that 7.0-pound 
trigger pull. I found that if I was shooting outdoors with good 
light, aiming at a light-colored target, those small sights actually 
allowed for surprising precision.

This gun seems to be intended more as a historical piece, but 
the sad fact is many people look at a handgun such as this 1911 
and think it’s too big and heavy to carry. Most people don’t want 
their carry gun to inconvenience them, which is why we have so 
many small, lightweight, polymer-framed micro 9mms on the 
market these days.

Excuse me, but the 1911 was designed to be carried. That’s the 
purpose of a handgun. And this handgun is not too big and heavy 
to be carried, either openly or concealed. It’s not that you can’t 
carry it concealed, it’s that most people do not want to.

While this pistol lends itself more to open carry, with a good 
holster and a solid belt for a foundation, it is certainly possible 
to carry this pistol concealed with the right choice of covering 
garments, provided you have a body size and shape that is con-
ducive to this. What do I mean by that?

If you are five-feet-two and 110 pounds, concealing a pistol 
this big will be problematic. If you are six-feet-four and have an 
athletic build, this gun could disappear under a 
polo shirt. I carried a full-size, all-steel, 5.0-inch 
Government Model-style 1911 every day for over 
a decade. I did this as a police officer, armored 
car driver, and private investigator. I didn’t just 
carry at work; I carried all day every day, and 
I carried two spare magazines on my offside.  
I was able and willing to dress around the gun.

If you want an authentic period holster, you’re 
going to be looking for something big, made of 
leather, with a flap that covers the gun. If you 
want a somewhat retro holster that also works 
for carry, concealed and otherwise, check out 
the Yaqui Slide, now made by Galco Gunleather. 

AUTO-ORDNANCE 1911A1 GI ACCURACY & VELOCITY

25-YD.

VEL. S.D. ACC.

AMMUNITION (FPS) (FPS) (IN.)

.45 ACP, 5.0-in. Barrel

Hornady Critical Defense 185-gr. FTX 1008 14 3.30

Black Hills 230-gr. FMJ 841 12 3.20

SIG SAUER 230-gr. FMJ                   833 12  3.10

Wilson Combat 230-gr. JHP 839 18 3.60

Winchester Super Suppressed 230-gr. FMJ 828 11 3.90

NOTES: Accuracy is the average of four, five-shot groups fired from a sandbag benchrest. Veloc-

ity is the average of 10 rounds measured 12 feet from the gun’s muzzle.

Colonel Cooper first spotted this minimalist belt holster when 
working in Central and South America after World War II and 
brought the design to America in the mid-1950s. Cooper seemed 
to prefer to open carry his 1911 in a Yaqui Slide, and this simple 
holster tucks the butt of the gun in tight enough that it pretty 
much disappears under any covering garment. (See the report on 
page 44 for more about the Galco Yaqui Slide.)

Auto-Ordnance sells a bunch of different versions of the 1911, 
but half of them are just special editions with fancy finishes. All 
of them are all-steel guns with 5.0-inch barrels. They are offered 
in .45 ACP and 9mm. The base model gun used for this report 
has a suggested retail price of $778. Like I said earlier, it’s the clos-
est in specs to the original 1911A1 that I’ve seen.

The original 1911 was designed as a fighting gun, and this 50-round 

group fired at a distance of 10 yards and at a rate of one shot per second 

proves the Auto-Ordnance 1911A1 is up to the task.

THE CLASSIC 1911A1 RECREATED
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28 SHOOTING TIMES  •  BOOK OF THE MODEL 1911 PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ANSCHUETZ

Premium Parts, 
Premier Craftsmanship

The YMIR is put together with premium 
parts and premier craftsmanship. For exam-
ple, the match-grade 416R stainless-steel 
barrel is made by Nowlin and fitted by the 
Lohman gunsmiths. The sights are made by 

BY JOEL J. HUTCHCROFT

IN A WORD, THE HEIRLOOM-QUALITY YMIR MODEL 1911 

FROM BRIAN LOHMAN MANUFACTURING IS EXQUISITE.

THE

OF COMMANDER-STYLE 1911s

 T
he painful part about Brian Lohman Manufactur-
ing’s new YMIR Model 1911 is that it carries a retail 
price of $8,500. Not many of us can afford to pay 
that much for a pistol, but if you think of this gun as 
being a piece of art, one that you can actually use and 
then pass down to an heir, then maybe the sting of its 

price is tolerable. After handling it and shooting it, I can definitely say it 
is absolutely heirloom quality. I’ve handled a lot of Model 1911s, and this 
one ranks at the very top. It is the most expensive 1911 I have ever fired.

Novak (more about them later). The maga-
zines are by Mec-Gar. Other parts are made 
by Ed Brown, Caspian, Wilson Combat, and 
Harrison Design. Eighteen of the parts are 
marked with an American Seal Eagle and the 
last three digits of the pistol’s serial number. 
Those parts are the slide, grip safety, extractor, 

BENTLEY
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COMMANDER
Wilson Combat’s Experior Commander Double Stack provides a lot of 

firepower, and it is accurate and comfortable to shoot.

BY JOEL J. HUTCHCROFT

HIGH-CAP

 W
ilson Combat’s Experior Commander Double Stack is a premium pistol 
in every way. Sure, it costs a premium, but you get what you pay for. It has 
superior features. It is capable of superb accuracy. And it offers supreme fire-
power. Here’s a close look at the pistol.

Fine Features

At first glance, you quickly see two unusual characteristics 
of the Experior Commander Double Stack. You might even 

think it looks like a mutant (perhaps “hybrid” would 
be a more polite word). Anyway, what I’m refer-
ring to are the thicker-than-usual grip frame 

and the lack of the classic Model 1911 
grip safety. Can you picture John 
Browning rolling over in his 

grave?
Before I detail the grip 

frame, let’s look at some of the 
other fine features. The Experior 

Commander Double Stack has a 
match-grade, stainless-steel, 4.25-inch 
barrel with a reverse muzzle crown. 

The outside of the chamber is fluted to provide places for 
powder residue and crud to go so that they don’t build up in 
areas that could slow down the slide’s cycling.

The barrel uses a traditional bushing, and the pistol comes 
with a polymer bushing wrench. (It also comes with 

a small Allen wrench, a Torx wrench, a button-
shaped backstrap takedown wrench, and a 

very nice soft gun rug with two zippered 
outside pockets on one side and seven 

magazine-size pockets that are covered 
by a Velcro flap on the other.) Also, the 
barrel has an integral feedramp and a 
fully supported chamber. The pistol 
has a standard Commander-length 
recoil spring guide assembly.

As you can see from the photo-
graphs, the Experior Commander 

Double Stack’s slide has wide, square-
bottom grasping grooves up front (three 

on each side of the slide) and at the rear (six on 

In keeping with its name, the Experior Com-

mander Double Stack has a 4.25-inch barrel, 

which has a reverse crown at the muzzle and flutes 

on the outside of the fully supported chamber.
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TRIGGER 3.69-lb. pull (as tested)

SAFETY Manual thumb safety

MSRP $3,045 (base price)

HIGH-CAP COMMANDER

48 SHOOTING TIMES  •  BOOK OF THE MODEL 1911

EXPERIOR COMMANDER DOUBLE STACK

MANUFACTURER
Wilson Combat 
wilsoncombat.com

TYPE Recoil-operated autoloader

CALIBER 9mm Luger

MAGAZINE CAPACITY 15 rounds

BARREL 4.25 in.

OVERALL LENGTH 7.85 in.

WIDTH 1.4 in.

HEIGHT 5.25 in.

WEIGHT, EMPTY 30.2 oz.

GRIPS G10

FINISH Matte black

SIGHTS Wilson Combat Battlesight rear; red fiber-optic front

The Experior Commander Double Stack comes with Wilson’s rugged Battlesight rear sight 

with U-shaped notch and a red fiber-optic front blade.

EXPERIOR COMMANDER DOUBLE STACK

MANUFACTURER
Wilson Combat
wilsoncombat com

TYPE Recoil operated autoloader

CALIBER 9mm Luger

MAGAZINE CAPACITY 15 rounds

BARREL 4 25 in

OVERALL LENGTH 7 85 in

WIDTH 1.4 iin.

HEIGHT 5.25 iin.

WEIGHT, EMPTY 30.2 oz.

GRIPS G10

FINISH Matte black

SIGHTS Wiilson Combat Battlesight rear; red fiiber-optic front

TRIGGER 3.69-lb. pull (as tested)

SAFETY Manual thumb safety

MSRP $3,045 (base price)

HIGH-CAP COMMANDER

each side of the slide). The rear of the slide has fine horizontal 
striations to the tune of 40 lines per inch. The top of the slide striations to the tune of 40 lines per inch. The top of the slide 
also has fine striations between the front of the rear sight and also has fine striations between the front of the rear sight and 
the back of the front sight, and they are done 30 lines per inch. the back of the front sight, and they are done 30 lines per inch. 
They assist in directing the shooter’s eyes to the front sight.They assist in directing the shooter’s eyes to the front sight.

TheThe front of the slide is machined with a relief cut that is frontThe front of the slide is machined with a relief cut that is ofThe front of the slide is machined with a relief cut that is theThe front of the slide is machined with a relief cut that is slideThe front of the slide is machined with a relief cut that is isThe front of the slide is machined with a relief cut that is machinedThe front of the slide is machined with a relief cut that is withThe front of the slide is machined with a relief cut that is aThe front of the slide is machined with a relief cut that is reliefThe front of the slide is machined with a relief cut that is cutThe front of the slide is machined with a relief cut that is thatThe front of the slide is machined with a relief cut that is isThe front of the slide is machined with a relief cut that is 
reminiscent of the Browning Hi Power pistol. It is not just aes-
thetic; its function is to make one-handed holstering smoother. 
And the bottom edges of the slide are given a heavy chamfer 
to remove a potentially sharp edge that might cause wear on 
your holster, your clothing, or your hands.

The pistol comes with Wilson’s Battlesight rear sight that 
was designed to allow one-hand racking of the slide by push-was designed to allow one-hand racking of the slide by push-
ing the sight against something sturdy like a door frame or ing the sight against something sturdy like a door frame or 
your belt. The rear sight is all black, and it has a 0.145-inch-your belt. The rear sight is all black, and it has a 0.145-inch-
wide U-shaped notch. The face is horizontally striated, and wide U-shaped notch. The face is horizontally striated, and 
thethe sight is both dovetailed into and screwed onto the slide sightthe sight is both dovetailed into and screwed onto the slide isthe sight is both dovetailed into and screwed onto the slide boththe sight is both dovetailed into and screwed onto the slide dovetailedthe sight is both dovetailed into and screwed onto the slide intothe sight is both dovetailed into and screwed onto the slide andthe sight is both dovetailed into and screwed onto the slide screwedthe sight is both dovetailed into and screwed onto the slide ontothe sight is both dovetailed into and screwed onto the slide thethe sight is both dovetailed into and screwed onto the slide slidethe sight is both dovetailed into and screwed onto the slide 
with two screws. The front sight has a red fiber-optic rod, and 
it mates up perfectly with the U-shaped rear sight notch. The 
front sight housing is 0.128 inch thick and 0.198 inch tall (as 
best as I can measure them). The sight radius is 5.95 inches.

The Experior Commander Double Stack also features a 
Wilson Combat Concealment Bullet Proof 
hammer, a Bullet Proof magazine release, and 
a Bullet Proof thumb safety. The slide stop 
has a unique, sort of blocky shape (which I 
like), and it is countersunk on the offside.

About the grip safety, or lack of it, Bill 
Wilson told me, “Like on a Browning Hi 
Power and a SIG P229 Legion, I don’t con-
sider the grip safety necessary.” Enough said, 
although I can add to this discussion the fact 
that throughout the Model 1911’s long his-
tory, guys have been pinning or tying down 
the grip safety ever since the pistol was born 
more than 110 years ago. One famous gent 
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49BOOK OF THE MODEL 1911  •  SHOOTING TIMES

who did so was Texas Ranger Charlie Miller, and he was an 
early adopter of the Model 1911 sometime around 1921.

The Experior Commander Double Stack’s black, solid trig-
ger has a medium-length pad (I call it the finger piece) with 
vertical striations. The company says this pistol comes with a 
3.5-pound to 4.5-pound, crisp trigger pull. Our sample gun’s 
trigger pull measured from 3 pounds, 10 ounces to 3 pounds, 
12 ounces over 10 measurements with an RCBS trigger pull 
scale. The average calculated out to 3 pounds, 11 ounces. 

(That’s 3.69 pounds.) It was definitely consistent, and it was, 
as the company says, crisp.

As I said earlier, the grip frame is wider than a standard 
Model 1911. The frame itself is aluminum, and the grips are 
textured G10. The grip frame’s frontstrap and backstrap fea-
ture Wilson Combat’s TRAK texture, which Wilson describes 
as “large asymmetric flat-top checkering.” The company says 
it is “non-abrasive” and that it won’t snag on covering gar-
ments, provides “unprecedented comfort,” and enhances recoil 

WILSONWILSON COMBAT 9MM AMMUNITIONCOMBATWILSON COMBAT 9MM AMMUNITION9MMWILSON COMBAT 9MM AMMUNITIONAMMUNITIONWILSON COMBAT 9MM AMMUNITION

In addition to its fine custom pistols, rifles, and shot-In addition to its fine custom pistols, rifles, and shot-

guns, Wilson Combat also manufactures ammunition guns, Wilson Combat also manufactures ammunition 

for personal defense, hunting, and target shooting. I for personal defense, hunting, and target shooting. I 

shot some of the company’s 9mm Luger ammo during shot some of the company’s 9mm Luger ammo during 

my test and evaluation of the Experior Commander my test and evaluation of the Experior Commander 

Double Stack.Double Stack.

The High-Performance Tactical The High-Performance Tactical 

115-grain XTP +P loading has a 115-grain XTP +P loading has a 

rated velocity of 1,250 fps out of rated velocity of 1,250 fps out of 

a 5.0-inch barrel. The High-Per-a 5.0-inch barrel. The High-Per-

formance Tactical 124-grain formance Tactical 124-grain 

XTP +P is rated at 1,200 XTP +P is rated at 1,200 

fps out of a 5.0-inch fps out of a 5.0-inch 

barrel. The High Perfor-barrel. The High Perfor-

mance 135-grain HBFN is mance 135-grain HBFN is 

rated at 955 fps out of a rated at 955 fps out of a 

5.0-inch barrel. The 147-5.0-inch barrel. The 147-

grain RN Optimized for grain RN Optimized for 

Compact pistols (OFC) Compact pistols (OFC) 

loading has a factory-loading has a factory-

rated velocity of 890 rated velocity of 890 

fps out of a 4.0-inch fps out of a 4.0-inch 

barrel. And the Sub-barrel. And the Sub-

sonic 147-grain XTP sonic 147-grain XTP 

is rated at 1,050 fps out of a 5.0-inch barrel. The veloc-

ities I obtained ranged from 3 to 66 fps less than the 

factory ratings, but keep in mind I measured them 12 

feet from the pistol’s muzzle.

Most of the loads I fired are loaded with Hornady’s 

excellent XTP bullet. It’s an effective expanding hollow-

point self-defense design. The HBFN bullet is made by 

Berry’s, and it features a special thick plating developed 

in conjunction with Bill Wilson to provide optimal func-

tioning. By the way, Wilson has other 9mm loadings that 

carry Barnes, Speer, and other Hornady bullets; the com-

pany also has a number of 9mm match loadings, too.

As you can see from the results listed in the accompa-

nying chart, the ammo was very consistent, as evidenced 

by the low extreme spreads and standard deviations. 

And it was very accurate as well. My smallest five-shot, 

25-yard group with any of the Wilson ammo measured 

1.25 inches, and it came with the Subsonic 147-grain 

XTP loading. Function-wise, there were no feeding or 

extraction problems.

Reliable, accurate, and loaded with bullets that are 

well-established for providing top-notch terminal ballistic 

performance, Wilson Combat 9mm Luger ammunition 

is the kind of ammo you can count on.

The solid, vertically striated trigger has a medium-length finger piece. 

The review pistol’s trigger pull averaged a clean and crisp 3.69 pounds, 

with a variance of just 2 ounces over a series of 10 measurements.

The Experior Commander Double Stack has textured G10 grips and Wil-

son’s TRAK texturing on the frontstrap and backstrap.
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51BOOK OF THE MODEL 1911  •  SHOOTING TIMES

control. After spending an enjoyable day at the 
shooting range with it, I can say it is very 
comfortable.

The grip’s circumference measures 
5.5 inches across from the trigger 
guard. As many of you may know, 
but for those who don’t, a stan-
dard single-stack Model 1911 
grip’s circumference is generally 
5.25 inches. The bottom of the 
Experior Commander Double 
Stack’s frame is contoured to nicely 
mate with the magazine, and the 
inside of the magazine well is slightly 
beveled.

The gun comes with two steel maga-
zines that Wilson refers to as its high-capacity 
EDC X9 magazines. The ones that came with our 
pistol hold 15 rounds of 9mm Luger ammunition, but you can 
get extended magazines that hold 18 rounds. The magazines 
are stamped “Wilson Combat Cal. 9mm Luger.” They have 
polymer followers, numbered witness holes on the backs, and 
removable polymer base pads. The right and left sides of the 
base pads have a slight bevel on the top edge to provide a bit 
of purchase in case you need to pull one out in an emergency.

Our pistol has a matte black finish except for the barrel 
bushing, which is natural stainless. The grips are a combina-
tion of brown and black with Wilson Combat medallions. 
Speaking of the grips, they attach to the grip frame by slid-
ing them onto to the frame from the rear to the front into 
a groove on the front of the 
frame and are held in place 
by the backstrap.

When I examine a Model 
1911, I always check how 
tightly the slide and barrel 
lock up. The Experior Com-
mander Double Stack is 
tight! I couldn’t detect even 
a hint of side-to-side move-
ment in the slide when 
twisting it, and in lockup, 
the barrel didn’t budge one 
tiny bit when I pushed down 
on its hood.

A1 Accuracy
By now you have a feel 

for how great the Experior 
Commander Double Stack’s 
features set and fit and finish 
are, and at the beginning of 
this report I gave you a hint 
as to the gun’s A1 accuracy. Its 

overall average was 1.92 inches. That is 
for three, five-shot groups each with 

15 different 9mm factory loads at a 
distance of 25 yards, shooting from 
a sandbag benchrest.

The pistol comes with an accu-
racy guarantee of 1.5 inches at 25 
yards, and I achieved that with 

the Wilson Combat Subsonic 147-
grain loading (see the sidebar on the 

previous page for more about Wil-
son’s 9mm ammo). With averages of 

1.53 and 1.58 inches respectively, Rem-
ington’s Black Belt 124-grain Golden Saber 

and Federal’s Personal Defense 124-grain HST 
came very close. I actually beat 1.5 inches with one load—SIG 
SAUER’s 365 115-grain FMJ—which came in at 1.47 inches. 
Its tightest single five-shot group measured 1.21 inches. I’ve 
said many times before that I’m not a champion-level match 
shooter, but with the Experior Commander Double Stack, I 
was able to shoot better than I normally do.

After shooting from the bench for accuracy, I did a bit of 
offhand shooting with the pistol, and throughout the range 
session, the pistol performed perfectly. That’s what I expect 
from a premium Model 1911, and like I said at the start, the 
Experior Commander Double Stack is a premium pistol in 
every way.

WILSON EXPERIOR COMMANDER DOUBLE STACK ACCURACY & VELOCITY

25-YD.

VEL. E.S. S.D. ACC.

AMMUNITION (FPS) (FPS) (FPS) (IN.)

9mm Luger, 4.25-in. Barrel

American Eagle Syntech 115-gr. TSJ 1192 38 15 1.79

Hornady Critical Defense 115-gr. FTX 1165 12 5 1.66

SIG SAUER 365 115-gr. FMJ 1150 40 21 1.47

Wilson 115-gr. High Performance Tactical XTP +P 1184 22 8 1.88

Black Hills 124-gr. JHP 1083 19 11 1.61

Federal Personal Defense 124-gr. HST JHP 1144 34 14 1.58

Remington Black Belt 124-gr. Golden Saber 1132 62 33 1.53

Wilson High Performance Tactical 124-gr. XTP +P 1196 48 17 3.00

Hornady Critical Duty 135-gr. FlexLock +P 990 36 20 1.67

Speer CarryGun 135-gr. Gold Dot G2 1097 17 9 2.05

Wilson High Performance 135-gr. HBFN 913 22 8 2.00

Browning 147-gr. BXP 990 39 16 1.72

Wilson OFC 147-gr. RN 887 25 10 3.52

Wilson Subsonic 147-gr. XTP 1011 31 11 1.50

Winchester Defender Low Recoil 147-gr. JHP 927 69 31 1.81

NOTES: Accuracy is the average of three, five-shot groups fired from a sandbag benchrest. Velocity is the average 

of five rounds measured 12 feet from the gun’s muzzle.

The pistol comes with two double-stack magazines 

that hold 15 rounds of 9mm Luger ammo.
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55BOOK OF THE MODEL 1911  •  SHOOTING TIMES

LEGEND

IY — Initial Yaw

TCD — Temporary Cavity Diameter

TCDL — Temporary Cavity Diameter Location

TCL — Temporary Cavity Length

MPD — Maximum Penetration Depth

MPD — 18.25"

Test Results

I tested for bullet pushback in the .45 ACP by loading six 
rounds in my Wilson Combat 1911 and shooting a five-shot 
group. The unfired round was then ejected and loaded back into 
the magazine first for the next five-shot group. I repeated that 
procedure, and after being cycled through the pistol five times, 
overall length of that round remained unchanged. Machining 
grooves into the shanks of the bullets may also reduce copper 
fouling in barrels.

Many concealed-carry handguns do not have elevation-adjust-
able sights, and gun manufacturers usually do a satisfactory job 
of designing sights for striking a happy medium with bullets in 
a wide range of weights. A handgun may not be dead-on the 
head of a thumbtack with all bullets available in a particular 
cartridge, but it more often than not will deliver all weights 
close enough to point of aim at typical personal-defense dis-
tances. Elevation variations in points of impact to point of aim 
of HoneyBadger ammo fired in my fixed-sight guns ranged 

from none to a maximum of 1.25 inches. For windage, all were 
dead-on my hold point.

The folks at Black Hills obviously spent a lot of time refin-
ing bullet nose profiles for reliable feeding. I fired a total of 100 
rounds in each of the five pistols, and there was not a single mal-
function. As coincidence would have it, while I was wringing 
out the HoneyBadger loads, another fellow was function-test-
ing his wife’s new SIG P238 with the HoneyBadger .380 ACP 
load. He fired 40 rounds with no malfunctions. He also brought 
along a one-gallon plastic jug filled with water and shot it from 
a distance of 10 feet. We were surprised at how much the jug 
was ripped apart by that 60-grain bullet and by the amount of 
water splashed back into his face.

As a rule, decreasing the weight of a bullet lowers recoil, 
while an increase in velocity increases recoil. Drive a light 
bullet fast enough and recoil can be as much for a heavier 
bullet at a lower velocity. Black Hills struck a happy medium 
there as well.

TOP VIEW TO SHOW TEMPORARY CAVITY DIAMETER — 5" BARREL
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57BOOK OF THE MODEL 1911  •  SHOOTING TIMES

I have no way of measuring recoil, but my 
internal “kickometer” indicated a reduction in 
recoil with all loads. Recoil of the .380 ACP 
and 9mm loads was noticeably lighter than 
loads with heavier bullets I have shot in those 
guns. The .45 ACP load was fun to shoot in 
both of the 1911s that I used in that caliber.

Points to Ponder

I discovered another HoneyBadger advantage. 
In a side-by-side shootout between a .40 S&W 
pistol with the Black Hills 115-grain HoneyBad-
ger load and a same-weight and size 9mm pistol 
with Speer’s 115-grain Gold Dot load, perceived 
recoil and accuracy were virtually the same. No 
doubt that was due to the same bullet weight in 
both cartridges along with similar velocities. Of 
course, the big difference between the two is the 
larger-diameter bullet from the .40 S&W. Law 
enforcement agencies who are contemplating a 
switch from .40 S&W to 9mm might be wise 
to reconsider.

HoneyBadger may benefit little cartridges 
more than big cartridges. The FBI long ago con-
cluded that when fired into ballistic gelatin from 
a distance of 10 feet, a bullet should penetrate a 
minimum of 12 inches in order to be considered 
effective enough to use for personal defense. The 
.380 ACP loaded with expanding bullets often 
falls short of that level of performance.

In comparison tests performed at Black Hills 
of the HoneyBadger 60-grain .380 ACP load and 
the 100-grain 9mm Luger +P, the 9mm pene-
trated about five inches deeper into ballistic gel, 
although the .380 bullet consistently came to 
rest inside the FBI’s 12- to 18-inch recommen-
dation for penetration. The disruption cavity of 
the 9mm load was about 30 percent larger, but 
the .380 load matched or exceeded the cavity 
diameter delivered by ammunition loaded with 
hollowpoint bullets from that cartridge.

All of my accuracy testing for this report was 
done from an MTM K-Zone Shooting Rest, 
and averages for the loads from my guns ranged 
from quite acceptable to outstanding. For exam-
ple, when fired in my Wilson Combat 1911 built 
on an old Para-Ordnance, high-capacity frame, 
the .45 ACP HoneyBadger load came close to 
squeezing inside an inch at 25 yards. That load 
clocked 76 fps slower in my 3.0-inch-barreled 
Kimber Ultra Carry, but it still exceeded 1,100 
fps from that gun. That’s plenty good for doing 
just about anything anyone would want to do 
with the .45 ACP cartridge in a good-shooting 
Model 1911.

The .40 S&W HoneyBadger loading features a 115-grain bullet. In Layne's tests, it achieved 

an average velocity of 1,258 fps and an average accuracy of 3.13 inches at 25 yards.

The .45 ACP HoneyBadger ammo has a 135-grain bullet. It averaged 1,112 fps from Layne's 

3.0-inch-barreled 1911 and 1,188 from his 5.0-inch-barreled 1911. Accuracy was excellent.

Black Hills has two 9mm HoneyBadger offerings. One is a +P loading that carries a 100-grain 

bullet; the other is loaded with a 125-grain bullet. Layne fired the +P load, and it averaged 

1,167 fps from a 3.0-inch barrel. 

kathryn.may
Highlight



81BOOK OF THE MODEL 1911  •  SHOOTING TIMES

able to make 9mm 1911s as reliable as .45 ACP 
1911s. Improvements in gun design (e.g., ramped 
barrels) and equally important improvements 
in magazine design (indenting the sides and 
altering the inside space) are responsible for the 
seachange.

Let me expain further. Placed in a standard 
1911 magazine body, 9mm cartridges have a lot 
of room to move and will slop back and forth 
under recoil. Having every cartridge in a dif-
ferent position as the slide cycles back and 
forth does not make for reliable functioning. 
In addition to indenting the sides of 9mm 1911 
magazines so the cartridges cannot move side 
to side, magazine manufacturers began alter-
ing their magazines to keep the cartridges from 
moving forward and back.

Most 9mm 1911 magazines now have a steel 
spacer welded inside the rear of the magazine 
to keep the cartridges positioned forward. This 
keeps the front of the 9mm cartridge the same distance from the 
feedramp every time and at the same distance from the feedramp 
as you get with a .45 ACP cartridge. That means cartridge move-
ment to the feedramp is ideal, the cartridge leaves the magazine 
feed lips when it should, and so forth.

The front of the magazine body comes up higher than you see 
with .45 ACP magazines, which helps prevent any nosediving 
of the bullet. The front of the magazine actually works as a sort 
of additional feedramp to the cartridge as it exits the magazine.

At the Range
At the range the Ronin 4.25 provided no surprises. It was 

very soft-shooting, and when I didn’t jerk the trigger, the bullets 
went exactly where I was aiming. Accuracy was equal to or better 
than most non-custom 1911s I’ve tested over the last few years.

The lack of checkering or any sort of texturing on the front-
strap was not a concern, and the pistol simply did not move 
in my hands.

Jeff Cooper, famously referred to as the “Father of modern 
pistol shooting,” originally used the term “double tap” to 

indicate shooting the same target twice in rapid succession 
but later realized that term wasn’t specific enough. He sepa-
rated it into “controlled pairs” (shooting two shots as quickly 
as you could but reacquiring the sights for the second shot) 
and “hammers” (using the sights for the first shot but firing 
the second shot as fast as you could without specifically reac-
quiring the sights. I decided to work on my “hammers” with 
the Ronin 4.25.

At 10 yards I found that I could keep both hits in the A-zone 
of a USPSA target. I think that was in part because I’m just not 
that fast on the trigger (I was averaging 0.20-second splits), 
but it was also because the recoil impulse with this pistol was 
so gentle.

I firmly believe a 1911 carried for self-defense should be 
carried in Condition One (hammer cocked, thumb safety 
engaged). You have to be able to draw and fire your defen-
sive handgun with one hand.

A 1911, with its grip and thumb safety (both of which have 
to be disengaged for the pistol to fire), is mechanically safer 
than the average striker-fired pistol, which has one external 

safety lever, the one on the trigger. Acciden-
tal discharges with striker-fired guns when 
something gets inside the trigger guard during 
the draw or reholstering are common. That 
shouldn’t happen with a 1911, whose thumb 
safety should be engaged until the sights are 
moving toward the target and whose grip 
safety is always on except when you’re grip-
ping the gun.

The Ronin Operator 4.25 was a solid per-
former. While I wish it came with more than 
one magazine, I understand Springfield was 
aiming for a certain price point. And that 
price point is a very reasonable $849.

SPRINGFIELD RONIN OPERATOR 4.25 ACCURACY & VELOCITY

25-YD.

VEL. S.D. ACC.

AMMUNITION (FPS) (FPS) (IN.)

9mm Luger, 4.25-in. Barrel

Black Hills 115-gr. FMJ 1133 11 2.90

Winchester 115-gr. FMJ FN 1141 20 3.00

Hornady Critical Duty 124-gr. Flex Lock +P 1140 18 2.60

Wilson Combat 124-gr. XTP+P 1153 15 2.40

Speer 147-gr. Gold Dot G2 907 7 2.20

NOTES: Accuracy is the average of four, five-shot groups fired from a sandbag benchrest. Veloc-

ity is the average of 10 rounds measured 12 feet from the gun’s muzzle. 

The 9mm Ronin 4.25 was soft-shooting, and due to the negligible recoil, the author was 

able to keep rounds on target just about as fast as he could squeeze the trigger.
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balance of beam and peripheral illumination. The light has 

three lighting modes: LED Only, LED/Laser, and Laser Only, 

with operating runtimes of one hour for the LED Only and 

LED/Laser modes and 11 hours for the Laser Only mode. All 

modes automatically shut off after 10 minutes to conserve 

batteries. The integrated 640-660nm red laser has an oper-

ating temperature range of -20 degrees Fahrenheit to +120 

degrees Fahrenheit, allowing it to function in a wide variety 

of weather conditions.

The TLR-6 for non-rail 1911s comes with Streamlight’s 

Limited Lifetime Warranty. It is lightweight, compact, and 

ergonomic. It weighs 1.27 ounces with batteries. It measures 

2.34 inches long, 0.85 inch thick, and 1.58 inches tall. And 

it has right-hand and left-hand switches for ambidextrous 

operation. The windage and elevation adjustment screws 

are mounted in bushings for long life and dependable zero 

retention. The glass lens has a shock-resistant gasket seal, 

and the C4 LED technology is impervious to shock with a 

50,000-hour lifetime.

MSRP: $187.43

streamlight.com

STREAMLIGHT’S TLR-6 LIGHT/LASER FEATURES A BRIGHT

LED light and an integrated red aiming laser. Two versions are 

offered for 1911 shooters—one for non-rail Model 1911s and 

one for Model 1911s with frame rails. I have the non-rail TLR-6.

The non-rail unit attaches securely to the trigger guard of a 

lot of Model 1911s, including Colt 1911-A1, 1911 Commander, 

Competition 1911 Government, 1991 A1 Government, Gold 

Cup National Match, Delta Elite 10mm, and Lightweight Com-

mander; Kimber Stainless Ultra Raptor II, Custom CDP, Pro 

CDP II, Ultra Crimson Carry, Custom TLE II, Pro Carry II, and 

Pro Crimson Carry II; Para Elite 1911, Expert Commander, and 

1911 LTC; Remington 1911 R1; Ruger SR1911 and SR1911 

Commander-Style; SIG SAUER 1911 TacPac, 1911 C3, 1911 

Nitron, and 1911 Ultra Compact; Springfield Armory Range 

Officer and Range Officer Compact; S&W SW1911 Pro Series, 

SW1911 CT, SW1911 SC, and SW1911; and Wilson Combat 

CQB Elite, Ultralight Carry, Professional, Commander, X-TAC 

Elite Compact, and Sentinel.

Powered by two CR-1/3N lithium batteries, the TLR-6 

delivers 100 lumens, 2,000 candela, and a beam distance 

of 292 feet (89 meters). Its parabolic reflector produces a 

BY JOEL J. HUTCHCROFT

Streamlight 
TLR-6 1911 Light/Laser

kathryn.may
Highlight



96 SHOOTING TIMES  •  BOOK OF THE MODEL 1911

I looked around to see which of my firearms 
would be most suitable. The original pistol-
caliber carbines are lever actions, and while 
I have Marlins and Winchesters, low maga-
zine capacity and snail-slow reloading ruled 
them out.

I then recalled a carbine conversion for 1911 
pistols in .45 ACP offered by Wilson Combat 
several years ago. It works on all 1911 lowers, 
and I have mostly used mine on double-stack 
guns, such as a Kimber Polymer, a custom Para 
built by Wilson, and an STI Eagle built by 
Benny Hill. Competitors shooting the PCC 
match with guns in 9mm Luger with 33-round 
Glock magazines would have a huge capacity 
advantage, but a couple of 16-round maga-
zines were on hand for my STI Eagle, and with 
good reload strategy while racing through a 
stage, I figured I would not be greatly handi-
capped. My handload with a Missouri Arms, 
poly-coated 155-grain bullet generates only 
slightly more recoil than the 9mm Luger.

As it turned out, my overall accuracy with the .45 ACP 
proved to be as good as, and sometimes better than, competi-
tors shooting guns in 9mm Luger, but elapsed times of some of 
the guys was a second or two quicker because on some stages 
they did not have to pause and reload a single time. I didn’t 

win, but I managed to finish high enough to make me want 
to keep on trying.

Well, there you have some of my favorite .45 ACP handloads 
for the various types of competition shooting I’ve enjoyed par-
ticipating in through the years. Every one of them is capable of 
match-winning performance.

.45 ACP ACCURACY & VELOCITY

25-YD. 50-YD.

COL VEL. ACC. ACC.

BULLET (TYPE) (GRS.) (IN.) (FPS) (IN.) (IN.)

IDPA Compact Carry Division, Kimber Ultra Carry, 3.0-in. Barrel

Rim Rock 150-gr. SWC WST 4.6 1.230 863 1.88 ---- 

Missouri Bullet Co. 155-gr. Poly-Coated SWC WST 4.5 1.230 848 2.10 ----

Bullseye Competition, Clark Custom Colt 1911, Kart 5.0-in. Barrel

SAECO #062 180-gr. SWC Bullseye 3.9 1.250 810 ---- 1.84

Lyman #452630 200-gr. SWC Clays 4.0 1.235 826 ---- 1.93

Unlimited Class USPSA Competition, Dichiara Custom 1911, 5.0-in. Barrel

Missouri Bullet Co. 155-gr. Poly-Coated SWC CFE Pistol 8.3 1.225 1115 1.79 ----

Speer 185-gr. TMJ SWC CFE Pistol 7.3 1.210 920 1.96 ----

Hornady 200-gr. FMJ-C/T SWC CFE Pistol 6.9 1.245 866 1.87 ----

Bowling Pin Competition, Custom Colt Double Eagle, Bar-Sto 5.0-in. Barrel

Missouri Bullet Co. 250-gr. Poly-Coated RNFP W231 5.5 1.275 892 1.60 ----

Rim Rock 250-gr. RNFP W231 5.5 1.275 879 1.94 ----

Rim Rock 255-gr. SWC W231 5.0 1.275 815 1.55 ----

PCC Competition, Wilson 1911 Carbine Conversion, 16-in. Barrel

Missouri Bullet Co. 155-gr. Poly-Coated SWC W231 5.5 1.230 1058 ---- 2.10

Speer 185-gr. TMJ SWC W231 5.5 1.270 920 ---- 1.88

NOTES: Accuracy is the average of five, five-shot groups except for the Bullseye loads, which are for 10 shots fired with the pistol mounted in a Ransom Rest. 

Starline cases and Federal GM150M primers were used for all loads.

   All load data should be used with caution. Always start with reduced loads first and make sure they are safe in each of your guns before proceeding to the 

high test loads listed. Since Shooting Times has no control over your choice of components, guns, or actual loadings, neither Shooting Times nor the various 

firearms and components manufacturers assume any responsibility for the use of this data.

POWDER

Using a carbine conversion unit on a double-stack Model 1911 lower, Layne recently com-

peted in a local PCC match and finished high enough to want to shoot in more matches.

TIME-TESTED .45 ACP COMPETITION LOADS
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