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transit systems from the state’s list of 

prohibited locations for carry. Missouri 

is a permitless carry state that receives 

top scores in nearly every category. 

Missouri has a thriving competitive 

shooting community and is home to the 

Bianchi Cup each May.

▼ 16. NEW HAMPSHIRE

New Hampshire is a state that takes 

its “Live Free or Die” motto seriously. 

As such, New Hampshire is one of the 

highest-ranking states in the eastern 

U.S. Permitless carry is legal, use-of-

force laws are strong, and the state 

doesn’t restrict gun ownership beyond 

the scope of federal law. For a small 

state, New Hampshire has a good com-

petitive shooting scene, and SIG Sauer’s 

in-state presence is significant.

▼ 15. ARKANSAS

Arkansas is a permitless and shall-issue 

concealed carry state, and open carry is 

legal at age 18. The Natural State gets 

high marks in every category thanks 

to an increasingly strong statutory and 

cultural environment for gun owners. 

The state’s score got an additional boost 

in 2021 after Gov. Hutchinson signed 

legislation that strengthened its use-of-

force laws on would-be victims’ behalf. 

Two of the biggest names in custom 

gunmaking, Wilson Combat and 

Nighthawk Custom, both reside in the 

Arkansas city of Berryville.

▲ 14. WEST VIRGINIA

Gov. Justice signed several pieces of 

pro-gun legislation this year including a 

bill that will create economic incentives 

for arms and ammunition manufactur-

ing in the state. Another bill approved 

this year provides the authority to issue 

carry permits to non-residents who seek 

to take advantage of WV’s reciprocity 

with other states. Finally, the governor 

signed legislation protecting gun owners 

during states of emergency. West Vir-

ginia is a permitless carry state and the 

state’s use-of-force laws are very strong. 

The state has gained national signifi-

cance in the gun debate since U.S. Sen. 

Joe Manchin is currently one of the few 

real hurdles preventing the Democratic 

majority from enacting federal gun con-

trol legislation. As governor, Manchin 

consistently received high marks from 

pro-gun advocates. Hold the line, Joe!

▲ 13. TEXAS

The Lone Star State made national head-

lines this year when Gov. Abbott signed 

legislation that made Texas the 21st

permitless carry state in the Union. Both 

law-abiding residents and non-residents 

can carry without a permit under the 

new law. The media is, predictably, 

melting down at the prospect. Even 

before adopting this law, Texas had a 

pro-firearm environment. There exists a 

thriving competitive shooting commu-

nity, some fantastic ranges and a strong 

firearm industry. Texas already scored 

well, but the six other pro-gun bills 

signed into law further secures the state’s 

position in these rankings. Let’s hope 

that among those Californians moving to 

Texas, enough leave their politics behind.

▼ 12. TENNESSEE

A multi-year battle for permitless carry 

came to fruition in 2021 when Gov. Bill 

Lee signed legislation that eliminated 

the permit requirement for Tennessee 

residents. This bill was expected to pass 

in 2020, but the pandemic shut down 

the legislative process. Carry permits 

are still to be issued upon request, and 

an Enhanced Tennessee Handgun Carry 

Permit increases the number of places 

that a firearm can be legally carried. 

The Volunteer State is highly ranked in 

each of our categories, and it has ample 

shooting opportunities available.

▲ 11. KENTUCKY

The Commonwealth’s legislative body 

killed a bill this session that would 

have created a Red Flag confiscation 

provision in state law, preserving the 

due process rights of gun owners. 

Kentucky achieves a nearly perfect 

score in every category, making it one 

of the most gun-friendly states east of 

the Mississippi thanks to its permitless 

carry, use-of-force and miscellaneous 

provisions relating to firearms. If you 

want evidence that freedom still exists 

in this country, attend the Knob Creek 

Machine Gun Shoot. The last one takes 

place in October 2021.

▲ 10. OKLAHOMA

Several pro-gun bills were signed by 

Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt this year, 

including one that allows individuals 

to carry in the bar area of a restaurant 

so long as they aren’t drinking. A bill 

that would allow municipal employees 

to carry firearms while at work has 

passed out of the legislature but awaits 

the Governor’s action. Oklahoma gets 

high marks across the board thanks to 

a permitless carry law, strong stand-

your-ground statute and an overall lack 

of state-mandated regulations on gun 

owners.

▲ 9. KANSAS

This year, the Kansas Legislature 

advanced and approved an omnibus 

pro-gun bill proposed by Attorney 

General Derek Schmidt. This bill allows 

18- and 19-year-olds to apply for carry 

permits, recognizes carry permits from 

all other states and creates a restoration 

of rights process for individuals who’ve 

had their criminal records expunged. 

Democrat Gov. Laura Kelly vetoed the 

AG’s bill but the legislature overrode 

her decision. It’s worth mentioning that 

AG Schmidt was the Senate president 

back in 2006 when Kansas overrode 

then-Gov. Sebelius’ veto to make RTC 

the law of the land in the Sunflower 

State. Kansas has come a long way since 

those days, enacting permitless carry, a 

strong use-of-force law and rolling back 

various restrictions that were on the 

books for decades.

▲ 8. ALASKA

The only legislative activity relating to 

gun rights in Alaska this year was an 

emergency powers bill that, at press 

time, was still being considered. The 

reality is that there is not much more 

that the Alaska Legislature can do for 

gun owners since it ranks at or near 

the top in every category. Alaska was 

the second permitless carry state in 

the nation and the first that achieved it 

by legislative rather than legal action. 

Alaska essentially uses federal gun laws 

as both the floor and ceiling, imposing 

no additional burdens on its residents 

and visitors. Alaska’s only real weakness 

in terms of our scoring are its compet-
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