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NOW A LEFT- HAND AR IN .300 BLACKOUT!
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produced ARs, southpaw versions 

are rare. To my knowledge, Wilson 

Combat is only the third manu-

facturer to offer a left-hand-eject 

upper receiver.

To the right-handed majority, 

this may seem unnecessary. After 

all, it’s a semiauto, so operation is 

fairly ambidextrous, or so you’d 

think. However, in case of the 

rare catastrophic failure, there’s 

a greater safety margin for lefties 

using actions that eject to the left 

rather than right-hand-eject across 

your face. The AR has a unique 

consideration: When a lefty fires 

a right-hand-eject AR, the red-hot 

brass often goes straight to your 

right collarbone. It only takes once 

and you’ll remember to button 

your shirt all the way up.

Wilson Combat doesn’t offer left-hand models across the 

entire line, nor does anyone else. Initially, their left-hand 

models are available only in their current best-selling cham-

berings: 5.56 NATO and .300 BLK with carbine and pistol 

versions for both cartridges.

Interestingly, Wilson Combat’s left-hand models are essen-

BASED IN BERRYVILLE, ARKANSAS, Wilson Combat is 

one of the more respected names in custom ARs, manufac-

turing extensive lines on both AR-10 and AR-15 actions, plus 

its own 9mm AR9. Wilson AR-15s, alone, are offered in 14 

chamberings from .204 Ruger to .450 Bushmaster, including 

pistols, short-barrel rifles (SBR), 

carbines and rifles.

With such diverse offerings, 

it’s important to understand their 

nomenclature. Wilson Combat’s 

AR-15 action is their “WC-15” 

platform; the 16-inch-barrel 

version with flat-top receiver is the 

“Protector” AR Carbine. Even in 

.300 Blackout (BLK), there are 13 

models and configurations running 

the gamut through pistols, SBRs, 

rifles and carbines.

In turning the test carbine over 

to me, Guns & Ammo Editor Eric 

Poole described the Protector 

AR Carbine as “everything an AR 

should be.” This would be high 

praise from anyone with AR expe-

rience, but I may know something 

not all of us are aware of: In the 

Marines, “Sgt. Poole” was an exten-

sively school-trained armorer with 54 factory certifications. 

Left-Hand Eject Of course, I’ve messed with many Wilson 

Combat firearms and I always come away impressed. How-

ever, as G&A’s senior southpaw, I was especially excited about 

this carbine because its full name is “Protector AR Carbine 

Left Hand.” Among the 90-some manufacturers who have 

Wilson Combat’s Protector Carbine is a premium- 
quality AR-type rifle. Available in numerous versions 
including pistols, SBRs, rifles and carbines, this is 
the left-hand model chambered for .300 Blackout 
with a 16-inch barrel.

WILSON COMBAT 

PROTECTOR CARBINE LEFT-HAND

TYPE
Direct impingment, gas operated, 
semiautomatic, left-hand eject

CARTRIDGE 5.56 NATO or .300 BLK (tested)

CAPACITY 30 rds.

BARREL 16 in.; 1:7 twist; 5⁄8x24 thread

OVERALL LENGTH 33.25 in.

WEIGHT 6 lbs., 6.4 oz.

STOCK Wilson/Rogers Super Stock, adj.

PISTOL GRIP
Wilson Combat/BCM 
Starburst Gunfighter

HANDGUARD
Wilson Combat 10.4 M-Lok; 
Picatinny rail

FINISH WC Tan or Black Armor-Tuff (tested)

TRIGGER Tactical Trigger Unit (TTU), 4-lb.

SIGHTS None

MSRP $2,225

MANUFACTURER
Wilson Combat, 800-955-4856, 
wilsoncombat.com
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tially left-hand-eject uppers, with a small-latch ambidextrous 

charging handle. The lower receiver is, well, a standard right-

hand receiver, with bolt release and safety on the left, maga-

zine release on the right, the same as the vast majority of ARs. 

The safety is ambidextrous and can be switched. As your token 

lefty, I have mixed feelings about this: Left-hand-eject with 

right-hand controls is not a true mirror-image. However, I’ve 

been accustomed to shooting ARs with right-hand (left-side) 

safety and bolt release since I was first issued an M16 in 1974.

This, I think, is the primary rationale: The majority of lefties 

(including me) are familiar with right-hand (left-side) safety 

and bolt release arrangements. We learn to shoot ARs with our 

left (shooting side) thumb outside the handgrip, on the left 

side alongside the safety/selector, not with our shooting thumb 

wrapped around the handgrip as right handers do. We learn 

where the bolt release and magazine release controls are and 

find our own awkward ways to manipulate them. Ejection to 

the right is the most obnoxious part of shooting a right-hand 

AR from the left shoulder. So, leaving the controls alone will 

be comfortable for many lefties. Another advantage: Add any 

right-hand upper, and you have a standard right-hand AR.

Field & Range I was at my Kansas farm in late spring when 

the Protector Carbine arrived, just before driving to Wyoming 

for a prairie dog hunt. Despite its attributes, I would never 

describe the Blackout as a varmint round. However, during 

2020’s crazy pandemic, we shoot when and where we can!

Using Leupold’s easy-attaching tactical mount, I put a 

Leupold VX-5HD 1-5x24mm scope on it. A low-power 

variable optic like this, especially with the illuminated Fire 

Dot reticle, seems a good match for the general capabilities of 

the Blackout cartridge, but I also wouldn’t consider a scope 

in that power range suited for a prairie dogs town. Still, I 

planned to zero the rifle and riflescope the next morning and 

depart the following day.

At dawn it was raining hard. Noon, still raining. Late 

afternoon, raining harder, but it was supposed to clear before 

sunset. As it got dark it was still pouring. So, like a poorly 

directed skit, I put a target on a box, set it at the end of my 

driveway (which I can safely do on the farm), and rough-

zeroed it from my garage, shooting out into the deluge.

I had the windage right, but at the first prairie dog town I 

had to come down several clicks. After that, the results were 

amazing. I had a supply of Hornady Varmint Express ammu-

nition with 110-grain V-Max bullets. At more than 2,400 feet 

per second (fps), that’s a speedy Blackout load, but hardly fast 

when compared to normal varmint cartridges. Even so, that 

110-grain V-Max was explosively devastating and, with so 

little recoil, a lot of fun to shoot. I hadn’t yet properly grouped 

the rifle, but out to 150 yards or so misses were rare. Beyond 

that, trajectory — and especially the low-magnification 

With left-hand eject but “right-hand controls” (on the left side), a 
lefty learns to keep the shooting hand thumb outside the hand-
grip, poised to operate the selector lever.
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scope — began to tell, but performance was impressive, and 

Wilson’s Protector carbine was awesome.

I am not a high-volume prairie dog shooter; I take my 

time, pick my shots, switch rifles, clean barrels, and let them 

cool. Between this and several follow-up range sessions, I 

think I put about 400 rounds through the rifle before I was 

done, more than average for an article of this type. There 

were no stoppages or malfunctions; not a single one. Now, 

with all ARs, this type of flawless functioning depends some-

what on the magazine. Wilson’s supplied 30-round D&H 

International aluminum magazines proved to be very good 

magazines.

Ammo & Accuracy In the right cham-

bering, with a good barrel, an AR can be 

an exceptional varmint rifle at any range. 

That’s not what the .300 Blackout was 

designed for. The Blackout was devel-

oped by Advanced Armament Corpora-

tion (AAC) in cooperation with Rem-

ington Defense, the idea being to offer 

.30-caliber performance in an AR-15 

platform (specifically, the M4 carbine), 

similar to the 7.62x39 but functioning 

with standard NATO magazines — and with both supersonic 

and subsonic ammunition. It was a tall order! The end result 

is essentially identical to the .300 Whisper developed by 

J.D. Jones of SSK Industries, and similar to several other .30 

calibers developed for the AR platform. A major difference 

was simply that the Blackout was taken to SAAMI (Sporting 

Arms and Ammunition Institute) for standardization, which 

is always a lengthy and costly process. However, this was 

accomplished in 2011, so the Blackout is a fully standardized 

cartridge, with the proper name: .300 AAC Blackout.

Both manufacturers and the shooting public have 

responded; the Blackout became an amazing success with a 

rich variety of factory loads. Fine, but in 

the shortages of this uncertain year, try 

to find a variety of loads! In May, I had 

lots of Hornady 110-grain V-Max Var-

mint Express loads, and plenty of their 

American Gunner 125-grain JHP ammo. 

The protocol for G&A’s gun reviews is to 

shoot at least three different loads, five-

shot groups and chronograph results 

with each. Ideally, I would have pre-

ferred loads from different manufactur-

ers, and certainly with radically different 

Bolt carrier groups for the .300 Blackout Protectors are phos-
phate coated and feature properly staked gas keys for durability.

The Wilson/Rogers Super-Stoc features a cam system that 
removes play between the adjustable stock and the buffer tube.  

The 16-inch Recon-profile match-grade barrel is threaded 5/8x24, 
and comes with Wilson Combat’s Q-Comp muzzle device.

A 10.4-inch handguard offers a full length of Picatinny rail top-
side, and full-diameter M-Lok slots for attaching accessories.
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bullets. Three months 

passed before I was 

able to buy, beg or steal 

a third load! So, the 

third round was Hor-

nady Black. Although 

loaded with the same 

110-grain V-Max, the 

“Black” line, according 

to Hornady, is loaded with different propellants to optimize 

performance in self-loading actions and shorter barrels.

Although Hornady has always seemed straightforward in 

their claims, we rarely know exactly what might be hype. The 

advertised velocities for the two 110-grain V-Max loads were 

quite different, but Hornady Black is stated for 16-inch barrel, 

while the Varmint Express load was almost certainly devel-

oped for longer barrels. In the Wilson Combat 16-inch barrel, 

velocity was pretty much identical, 2,420 fps (Black) to 2,428 

(Varmint Express). The average of five-shot groups was also 

similar, with no appreciable difference in point of impact. 

However, there were differences! Over the chronograph, 

velocity spread over a five-shot string was 100 fps for the 

Varmint Express. That’s a lot for good ammo, so I’m guessing 

the Varmint Express load really was developed for longer 

barrels. Conversely, the Hornady Black had an extreme spread 

of 30 fps, which is very consistent. If you’re mathematically 

inclined, you probably prefer Standard Deviation (SD). So, SD 

of the Varmint Express load was an unimpressive 37, while 

the Hornady Black load, with the same bullet (but, obviously, 

different propellant) produced a very low SD of 11.

Completing the thought, the 125-grain American Gunner 

load, value-packed 50 to the box, is also rated for a 16-inch 

barrel. Catalogued at 2,175 fps, actual velocity was 2,150, 

with an extreme spread (ES) and SD quite low at 32 and 14.

Now, let’s talk accuracy. More specifically, let’s talk expecta-

tions. The .300 Blackout is factory-loaded with bullets rang-

ing from 90 to 220 grains. In terms of actual projectile weight 

variance and percentages of projectile weight, this is one of 

the greatest (perhaps the greatest?) spread of bullet weights 

in the entire spectrum of factory-loaded centerfire cartridges. 

Many of the heavy-bullet loads are subsonic, to take advan-

tage of the punch of a slow, heavy bullet, with the 

heavier recoil aiding in functioning. Realistically, 

even the fastest Blackout loads are not fast by 

centerfire rifle standards; and the lighter, faster 

bullets are short and light for caliber, with poor 

aerodynamics. The heavy-bullet loads, whether 

sub- or supersonic, are slow; they were developed 

for suppressor use. Either way, the .300 Blackout is 

a medium-range cartridge. Fine, that’s what it was 

designed for.

Accuracy must thus be considered in terms 

of the cartridge’s purposes and effective range. 

Human error being as it is, I could have used a 

bigger scope to tighten up the groups, but what’s 

the point? It’s hard to 

imagine a situation, 

with any load, where 

the .300 Blackout 

should be considered 

effective much beyond 

200 yards.

What is unfortunate 

is that during the 2020 

pandemic, no heavy-

bullet loads were reasonably obtainable. Because of the huge 

variance in available bullet weights, riflemakers need to com-

promise on twist rate, ensuring a fast-enough twist to prevent 

heavy bullets from tumbling. Fairly standard for Blackout is 

Wilson Combat’s fast 1-in-7-inch twist rate meant to stabilize 

the long, heavy-for-caliber bullets. This twist works for both 

light and heavy bullets, but the lighter bullets are almost 

certainly over-stabilized for optimum accuracy.

Across the three loads I used, the average of 15 five-shot 

100-yard groups was consistent at about 2 inches. With that 

fast-twist barrel, I suspect heavy bullets would group better. 

Realistically, however, accuracy with light, fast bullets was good 

enough to consistently hit prairie dogs, so I reckon it was good 

enough for any purpose the .300 Blackout was designed for.

Long-Term Summary I am not qualified to describe the 

Protector Carbine as “everything an AR should be,” as Poole 

opined, but it is an awesome, well-built rifle. It was accurate 

given the scope, projectiles and short distances, and it was 

dependable, and sweet-shooting. 

Feature-wise, the easily-adjustable Wilson-Rogers Super-

Stoc is light and comfortable, and the handguard with its 

Picatinny top rail and M-Lok slots, and a short rail below was 

well-designed and executed. Wilson’s Starburst grip felt good, 

and the Tactical Trigger Unit (TTU) offered a clean, crisp 

press. The bolt carrier assembly is phosphate-coated, which 

I cleaned frequently, both in the field and on the range. I was 

struck by how little gunk collected after each session. Regard-

less of chambering — and there are plenty to pick from — 

the Protector Carbine is not a “basic” AR. It’s a very complete 

unit, ready to do its job out of the box. Now it’s for us lefties, 

too, but I’m told they still make a few in right-hand eject.

PERFORMANCE

LOAD
VEL. 
(FPS) ES SD

BEST 
GROUP 

(IN.)

AVG 
GROUP 

(IN.)

Hornady American Gunner 125-gr. JHP 2,150 32 14 1.378 2.309

Hornady Varmint Express 110-gr. V-MAX 2,428 100 37 1.411 2.0

Hornady Black 110-gr. V-MAX 2,420 30 11 1.711 1.821

Notes: Accuracy is average of five, five-shot groups at 100 yards. Velocity is the average of five shots 
recorded by an Oehler Model 35P chronograph set 10 feet in front of the muzzle.
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