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dimensions—it measures just 

six inches long and 4.5 inches high, 

and the slide is under an inch wide—

makes it easy to conceal.

It’s almost identical in size and 

weight to the Springfield Hellcat 

RDP and slightly longer and taller 

but narrower than the SIG P365 

Nitron. All three guns weigh within 

an ounce when unloaded. The Ruger 

is just 0.95 inch wide, which makes 

it narrower than the Hellcat or the 

P365 and exactly the same width 

as the single-stack Smith & Wesson 

M&P Shield M2.0.

Some gun companies don’t put a 

lot of thought into the sights that go 

on their optics-ready pistols, likely 

because you’re probably going to 

be using a red dot as your primary 

sight, but the Ruger Max-9 has solid, 

functional irons. They comprise a 

drift-adjustable black notch rear 
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sight that is dovetailed into the alloy 

steel slide and a tritium/fiber-optic 

front sight.

The rear sight has a slight cutout 

around the rear notch that cuts 

glare, and the front sight, with its 

bright green center dot and white 

perimeter ring, is bold enough to be 

easily seen at any time of the day.

The rear sight is tall enough that it 

can co-witness with your optic, and 

the muzzle portion of the slide has a 

machined bump that slightly elevates 

the front sight so it aligns properly 

with the rear sight. The rear sight 

has a tactical ledge that makes it pos-

sible to rack the slide with a single 

hand if there isn’t a reflex sight 

installed.

The Max-9 features beveling on the 

slide corners that makes it easier to 

conceal this pistol under light cloth-

ing. Nothing shouts “Look, a gun!” 

more loudly than sharp slide edges 

bulging from beneath your shirt. The 

beveling also serves to reduce the 

gun’s overall weight a bit.

The rear of the slide is rounded 

like the company’s Security-9, and 

that shape further reduces the likeli-

hood the gun will print. Angled front 

and rear slide serrations offer solid 

control over the pistol when manipu-

lating the slide or performing press 

checks.

Three different Max-9 models are 

currently available. The two stan-

dard models feature external thumb 

safeties. One ships with one 12- and 

one 10-round nickel Teflon magazine, 

and there’s also a state-compliant 

version that ships with two flush-fit 

10 round magazines. The Pro model 

ships with 12- and 10-round mags 

and doesn’t have an external thumb 

safety.

There’s a long-fought war over 

whether a manual safety belongs on a 

carry gun. Ruger did the smart thing 

by offering customers on both sides 

of the safety/no safety argument a 

pistol that suits them. 

Max-9 models come with several 

passive safeties in place, though. 

The Max-9’s trigger comes with an 

integral safety, and there’s also an 

internal striker block safety as well. 

There is no magazine disconnect, 

so the gun will fire even without a 

magazine in place.

A viewing port machined into 

the top rear portion of the chamber 

allows the shooter to see a loaded 

round. There’s not a left-handed 

model available, but the magazine 

release is reversible.

Fieldstripping requires remov-

ing the magazine from an unloaded 

firearm, pressing down on a pin stop 

on the left side of the receiver with a 

non-marring tool, pulling the trigger, 

retracting the slide enough to align 

the cutout in the slide with the pin, 

and pressing the transverse take-

down pin through the frame from 

right to left. It sounds exhausting, 

but it’s not terrible once you’ve done 

it a couple of times.

<

 The Max-9’s controls are straightforward: reversible magazine release, 
small slide stop and a button that covers the takedown pin. It’s available with 
or without a manual safety.

ACCURACY RESULTS | RUGER MAX-9
 Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg.

9mm Luger Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.)

Norma MXP Monolithic HP 108 1,124 12 2.6

Wilson Combat/Hornady HAP 115 1,040 9 2.0

Hornady Critical Defense FTX 115 1,039 12 2.9

Federal Punch JHP 124 1,070 12 2.5

Speer Gold Dot G2 JHP 135 1,007 10 2.4

Notes: Accuracy results are average of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from a fixed rest. Velocities are averages of 
10 shots recorded on a LabRadar doppler radar placed at the muzzle. Abbreviations: HP, hollowpoint; JHP, jacketed hol-
lowpoint
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 | FIRING LINE REPORT | RUGER AMERICAN PISTOL COMPETITION

<

 While the magazine well isn’t large 
or flared like a competitor might 
want, anyone who shoots the pistol 
will appreciate the aggressive grip 
texture.

<

 The rear sight is fully adjustable, 
and the slide is set up for mounting 
any red dot that uses the Docter 
footprint.

ACCURACY RESULTS | RUGER AMERICAN PISTOL COMPETITION
 Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg.

9mm Luger Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.)

Black Hills TAC-XP 115 1,161 10 2.8

Hornady Am. Gunner XTP 124 1,074 12 2.9

Wilson Combat Signature Match 125 1,044 9 2.3

Federal Syntech PCC 130 1,003 13 3.4

Notes: Accuracy results are the averages of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from a sandbag rest. Velocities are averages 
of 10 shots measured with an Oehler Model 35P 12 feet from the muzzle.

stand role as it is competition. The 

interesting thing to me is that no matter 

which size of American pistol you’re 

interested in—whether the Compact, 

Standard or Competition—they all are 

the same price: $579.

My trips to the range were unevent-

ful. The Ruger proved itself completely 

reliable. As the American is somewhat 

heavy for a polymer-frame pistol, recoil 

was soft. You could shoot this pistol all 

day long. And with the aggressive textur-

ing, it just does not move in your hands.

For whatever reason, the Ruger 

American pistol doesn’t get much at-

tention. I think that’s a mistake. The 

Compact handles and shoots better 

than some full-size pistols, and this new 

Competition model offers all the features 

consumers are demanding in modern 

semiautos—for competition or self-

defense—at a price below that of most 

competitors.
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 | SPEEDLOADS 

AIMPOINT ACRO P-2<

The next generation Acro now takes the more common, higher-capacity CR2032 battery while retaining the 

same footprint as the P-1. The change also brings a 50,000-hour battery life. That’s five years of constant-on. 

It also has an improved LED emitter for a bright, crisp 3.5-m.o.a. dot, and a new intensity adjustment keypad 

gives a more tactile feel when adjusting dot brightness. It’s a tough sight, too, having been tested to withstand 

20,000 rounds of .40 S&W.

{$599, aimpoint.us}
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< WILSON COMBAT SFX9

The latest addition to the X9 family is the SFX9, a subcompact with a 

3.25-inch barrel and built on a solid, one-piece lightweight aluminum 

frame. It offers 15-round capacity and an empty weight of just 26.9 

ounces. Overall length is 6.75 inches. The gun features Wilson’s X-Tac 

tread pattern that provides good control without chewing up clothing or 

skin, and the ERS system gives reliability with any 9mm load. The slide 

is stainless steel with a black DLC coating with chromium and tungsten 

under-layers for top-notch corrosion and abrasion resistance.

{$2,895 (base price), WilsonCombat.Com}
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