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Beretta’s Cool Cats
Keith Wood’s “Two Cool Cats” article in the February/March issue gave 

some really good details on the beautiful and elegant diminutive autos 

as well as the usual excellent photos I’ve come to expect in Handguns. 

I liked the history related to the development of the Bobcat and Tomcat. 

However, I have to admit some surprise of the article’s subtitle calling the 

pistol pair “CCW semiautos”! Calling them fun little plinkers, yes. Express-

ing their size convenience to shove in a pocket, you bet. But to label them 

as a CCW pistol, hardly. With their almost nonexistent sights, sight radius 

and magazine release location, not to mention their anemic caliber, these 

pistols are anything but CCW/defensive handguns. However, they would 

certainly serve as a last resort, being better than no firearm at all. And 

Keith does mention the validity in using either of the “cats” as a deep 

concealment backup handgun!

GreG Marks, West VirGinia
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6 Top Home Defense Revolvers
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Basic Bond
With regard to “Two Cool Cats” and the James Bond reference, Keith 

Wood needs to reread Casino Royale. In chapter eight it says “He then 

took from under his shirts in another drawer a very flat .25 Beretta 

automatic with a skeleton grip...” Perhaps Keith was thinking ot the .32 

caliber Walther PPK, which Bond got in a later book.

Jeffrey feicht

You’re right. Bond primarily used a Beretta .25 through the first five 
books, switching to a Walther .32 (against his wishes) as one of his main 
guns in Dr. No. I should’ve caught that.—Scott

Here’s what a few fans think about the military’s 

switch to the SIG P320/M17 (the P320/M18 shown here 

is profiled elsewhere in the issue).

“A metal framed, hammer fired weapon is a better sidearm for the 

military. The M9 served me well. That said, I really enjoy my personal 

M18.”—Allan

“Not a great choice. Would prefer the .45.”—Joshua

INDUSTRY NEWS

XS Sights is changing the name of 

its RAM sights (reviewed in our Oc-

tober/November issue) to R3D due 

to a trademark dispute. The sights 

themselves have not changed, 

and the company recently added a 

suppressor-height model for Glocks.

Wilson Combat is expanding its 

Berryville, Arkansas, plant by 

16,000 square feet—a gain of 

about 20 percent. The expan-

sion will house new automated 

machining and grinding centers to 

enhance parts production.
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ACCURACY RESULTS | DAN WESSON DWX COMPACT
 Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg.
9mm Luger Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.)

Wilson Combat XTP +P 115 1,204 9 2.3
Black Hills FMJ 115 1,121 10 3.1
Hornady American Gunner XTP 124 1,054 12 2.0
Winchester Silvertip JHP 147 955 18 2.8
Notes: Accuracy results are the averages of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from a sandbag rest. Velocities are aver-
ages of 10 shots measured with an Oehler Model 35P 12 feet from the muzzle. Abbreviations: FMJ, full metal jacket; JHP, 
jacketed hollowpoint

sear, disconnector, hammer assem-

bly, firing pin, firing pin spring, sear 

spring and hammer spring are all 

Dan Wesson 1911 components. The 

trigger itself is a flat-faced, skeleton-

ized 1911-style trigger with arms 

expanded to fit around the double-

column magazine. The trigger bow 

itself is anodized red. This works 

well on the full-size DWX, as that gun 

comes with red grips, but I’m not so 

sure I like the color on this otherwise 

all-black gun. However, it does draw 

the eye, which I’m guessing is the 

point.

While there is no trigger pull spec 

listed on the website, my source at 

Dan Wesson told me they expect trig-

ger pulls on the DWX Compact to run 

between 3.5 and 4.5 pounds. Trigger 

pull on my sample came in at a crisp 

4.5 pounds, with just a bit of take-up 

and an extremely short reset.

The 1911 trigger group has been 

around for over a century. If you feel 

the need to tweak your trigger, as 

Dan Wesson notes on its website,  

“...many standard 1911 parts enable 

gunsmiths and competitive shooters 

to tune the X just the way they like 

it.”

The 1911 trigger group means a 

1911-style thumb safety. This is a 

single-sided safety, and while it is 

larger than those safeties found on 

original GI 1911s—I’ll call it a mini-

mally extended safety—I still wish it 

was bigger, like the model on the full-

size DWX. That said, the thumb safety 

had very positive clicks up and down, 

and my thumb never slipped off it, 

not even when shooting outdoors in 

December with hands halfway numb.

Modern 1911s have been hugely 

modified from the original GI guns 

to improve both ergonomics and 

reliability. The CZ 75 has seen a huge 

resurgence in recent years, mostly 

driven by competition shooters. The 

biggest drawback to the traditional 

CZ design has always been the long/

heavy double-action trigger pull, but 

reliability has never been an issue. 

During testing of this pistol, I put a 

variety of ammo through it, both full 

metal jackets and hollowpoints of 

varying weights and profiles. Reli-

ability was 100 percent.

Fastest Sights in Any Light.

xssights.com | 888-744-4880

DXT2® Big Dot® Night Sights

• Tritium Powered Front and Rear Sight — Glows in low light 

to aid sight alignment

• High-Contrast Colored Front Sight — Available in Optic 

Orange and Optic Yellow

• Ember Glow Dot — Photoluminescent dot absorbs ambient 

light and glows in mid to low light levels

• Dot-the-”i” Sight Picture — Simple vertical alignment 

prevents confusing the front and rear sights in high-stress 

situations

• Big Dot — Remains visible under stress when your focus is 

drawn towards the threat

• V-Notch Rear —Low-profile V provides greater visibility of 

objects downrange
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The big lime green 

dot on the front sight was 

easy to track in rapid fire, 

as was the large front sight post 

itself. I like the sights Dan Wesson 

chose for this pistol, and I think they 

are a great choice for a gun meant 

for self-defense. At the range I spent 

time knocking down steel as well as 

perforating cardboard targets and 

found the pistol very controllable and 

fun to shoot. 

While, stylistically, I don’t really 

care for the grenade-shaped textur-

ing on the frame or grip panels, I 

have to admit it works just fine. The 

harder you grip the gun the more 

the texturing digs into your flesh. I 

thought the pistol pointed naturally, 

but that was completely expected 

considering both the 1911 and CZ 75 

are ergonomic pistols and seem to 

point well for just about everyone. 

I was curious to see how the DWX 

Compact would perform in speed 

drills compared to my Glock 19, the 

carry gun against which I judge all 

others. The G19 is just about the 

same size as the DWX Compact and 

has the same capacity. The Glock 

weighs a few ounces less, but it has 

a slightly lower bore, so on paper at 

least the two would be similar. 

Shooting the two guns side by side, 

I wasn’t surprised to find the DWX 

had a bit less muzzle rise. Also, even 

with the same trigger pull weight, 

there is no comparison between a 

1911 trigger pull and anything else, 

so I was able to shoot the DWX more 

quickly and more accurately. The 

recoil impulse back into my hand 

was a little bit sharper with the DWX 

Compact because of the metal frame 

versus the flexing polymer frame of 

the G19.

Curious, I then pitted the DWX 

Compact against the Glock 34 I’ve 

had on my hip for most of the last 

15 years. This tweaked competition 

9mm still weighs less than the Dan 

Wesson but has a longer sight radius. 

Muzzle rise between the two guns 

was identical, and with the crisper 

trigger pull of the DWX Compact, I 

was able to run it just as fast as I was 

the G34, a gun with which I am far 

more familiar.

After ten minutes behind the DWX 

Compact, I found that firing at a rate 

of three rounds per second I could 

easily keep all of my hits inside the 

center eight-inch circle of an IDPA 

target 12 yards away. This means to 

me that the DWX Compact is a killer 

of a carry gun, and the all-steel five-

inch DWX, which weighs a full pound 

more, will be a literal lead faucet 

and likely to tear up the competition 

shooting circuit.

Dan Wesson has been working with 

holster makers, and by the time you 

read this, there should be offerings 

from Blade-Tech, Red Hill Tactical, 

Long’s Shadow Holsters, GX Products 

and Crossbreed, among others.

The DWX Compact is not an inex-

pensive pistol at $1,800, but it costs 

a lot less than Wilson Combat’s EDC 

X9—a compact 1911-style carry pistol 

with nearly identical specs. While 

I like trigger and the looks of the 

$2,900 Wilson better, I actually prefer 

the sights and grip frame of the DWX 

Compact.

I first laid hands on a working pro-

totype of the DWX Compact in August 

2019. It has taken Dan Wesson longer 

than it expected to get this pistol into 

production, but it is everything that 

prototype promised and, in fact, that 

you would hope for or expect from a 

pistol meant to provide the best fea-

tures of two iconic and historic pistol 

designs.

<

 The flat-topped slide has a serrated 
rib, and the sights are about as good 
as they get for defensive use: an 
AmeriGlo day/night front sight 
combined with a Henning Battlehook 
rear sight.

A COOL COMBINATION
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With 420 lumens and 

a 160-meter beam, the 

KelTec™ CL-43 flashlight 

will light up everything 

friend or foe. It’s uniquely 

designed for firearm use, 

impact and water resistant 

and available in 7 colors. 

Innovation. Performance. 

KelTec. See more at 

KelTecWeapons.com
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BILL WILSON OF WILSON COMBAT FAME
is a serious collector of the Beretta 

Model 92G SD, a specially made 

piece for the Army Special Forces. 

That gun became hard to acquire—

and very expensive, harboring a 

magic not associated with other 

Beretta Model 92s.

So Wilson decided to take some of 

his favorite Beretta 92 characteris-

tics and incorporate them into the 

92G Brigadier Tactical. The “Briga-

dier” comes from an improved slide 

and lockup that originated with the 

96 Brigadier. The “G” refers to the 

ambidextrous decocking lever found 

on the 92G. I have one of the original 

Beretta 92s and can readily see and 

feel the difference in the Wilson 

gun, especially the lockup.

Wilson has changed the rect-

angular look of the trigger guard 

from the M9A1 style to the rounder 

92A1 guard, and it’s easy to reach 

the trigger even with heavy winter 

gloves on. The gun comes with all-

steel controls. The Elite II hammer 

is skeletonized and outfitted with 

a “D” type hammer spring, which 

lightens both single- and double-

action trigger pulls.

The slide-lock lever is extended, 

and the ambidextrous safety is fit-

ted to the rear slide—where you’ll 

also find the Wilson Arms logo. The 

lanyard loop and pin are aluminum, 

and enhanced checkering has been 

employed on both the frontstrap 

and backstrap. G10 Dirty Olive grips 

complete with the Wilson Combat 

logo ensure a solid grip.

The magazine release is oversize, 

and three 15-round Beretta sand-

resistant magazines are included.

The slide has been completely de-

horned and tightened to the frame 

as snugly as possible, but not so tight 

it would interfere with reliability.

Topside, the Trijicon tritium front 

sight is machined and dovetailed 

into the slide instead of being an 

integral part of the gun as stock 

Beretta’s. Wilson’s U-notch battle 

rear sight is adjustable for windage 

only and is secured in place with an 

Allen screw on top.

The black-finished stainless steel 

Elite II barrel has a recessed crown 

and is 4.7 inches long. The guide rod 

is a fluted model from Wilson. A two-

inch Picatinny rail for a flashlight or 

laser is machined into the underside 

of the frame. Topping it off, the gun 

has special serial numbers begin-

ning with “WC.”

The gun weighs 43 ounces with 

a full magazine, and it balances 

well in the hand. I am a big fan of 

the arched mainspring housing, 

and with the additional checker-

ing, it makes the gun a pleasure to 

hold and shoot. Speaking of which, 

if you’re so inclined, the gun is ap-

proved for IDPA Stock Service Pistol 

and USPSA Production divisions.

WILSON 92G BRIGADIER TACTICAL

 | BACK PAGE BEAUTIES | By STAN TRZONIEC
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PASSING THE TORCH

ACCURACY RESULTS | WALTHER PDP COMPACT
 Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg.

9mm Luger Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.)

Wilson XTP 115 1,202 15 2.5

Black Hills JHP +P 124 1,192 10 3.0

Hornady American Gunner +P 124 1,156 18 3.4

Hornady Critical Duty +P 135 1,113 8 3.1

Winchester 3-Gun 147 943 15 3.7

Notes: Accuracy results are the averages of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from a sandbag rest. Velocities are aver-
ages of 10 shots measured with an Oehler Model 35 12 feet from the muzzle. Abbreviation: JHP, jacketed hollowpoint

Pro. The second day I ran a com-

pact PDP with iron (er, plastic) sights. 

I found I preferred the softer recoil 

impulse of the larger gun.

No surprise there, but I liked the 

way the shorter grip of the compact 

curved to fit my hand. The shorter 

grip put my pinkie right at the bot-

tom of the grip, giving me a slightly 

better feeling of control over the 

gun.

In the end, I think it was a wash 

between the two models. Now that 

Walther is offering 18-round maga-

zines, I could see carrying a compact 

with a flush 15-round magazine in 

place and having an 18-rounder on 

my belt for a reload.

There were eight of us at the 

event, and over the two days, we each 

put between 750 and 1,000 rounds 

through our pistols. I would like to 

be able to say no one experienced 

any malfunctions, but Walther was 

having the same problems obtaining 

ammo last year as everyone else, and 

what it did find turned out to be less 

than satisfactory. There were a lot of 

light-loaded rounds that produced 

short-cycling malfunctions: failures 

to extract, eject and so forth.

Considering the PDP is basically 

a PPQ on the inside, and the PPQ 

has proven itself to be completely 

reliable, I don’t think anybody had 

any problems with their guns, only 

problems with their ammo. It did give 

us the opportunity to practice our 

malfunction drills, so there was a 

silver lining in that cloud.

We did speed drills at three yards 

and shot one-handed at night out to 

50 yards—and worked hard at just 

about every distance in between, 

standing on our feet and rolling 

around on the ground. 

Whether I was fresh and fully 

caffeinated or tired and shooting 

at night in the rain, I realized the 

texturing on the PDP was more than 

sufficient. I finished the weekend 

with Band-Aids on three fingers, sore 

muscles and a smile on my face.

Walther later sent me a sample of 

both the full-size and compact to test 

back home, and that’s where I did the 

accuracy testing you see in the ac-

companying table. I was also able to 

do my shooting in a more controlled, 

relaxed environment. 

After putting an additional 300 or 

so rounds of high-quality ammunition 

through the guns—the hollowpoints 

you see listed in the accuracy table 

as well as several boxes of Black Hills 

full metal jacket—I experienced no 

further malfunctions, telling me the 

issues at the media event were all 

ammo-related.

The PPQ is Walther’s flagship pis-

tol and is in use by many European 

law enforcement agencies as well as 

a few U.S. ones. Any replacement for 

this gun has to be built to the same 

tough standards, because Walther 

would like to acquire even more law 

enforcement contracts, especially in 

the U.S. 

After the two-day event at The 

Site, I was asked my honest opinion 

of the new PDP. I said: “It’s not just 

designed to replace the PPQ; it is 

supposed to be better. It is.”

Locate a Lapua dealer near you at 
lapua.com

WE DON’T MAKE 
ONE-HIT WONDERS
Keep the Hits Coming with Superior Quality.  
6.5 PRC, 284 Winchester, 300 PRC, and  
300 WinMag Cases Arriving Summer 2021. 
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