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TAURUS’ NEW G3c T.O.R.O.

irrelevant in a real-world defensive situa-

tion, but the increased time required to 

use them is very definitely not.

Yes, some very high-speed guys use red dot-sighted 

pistols. The original “Roland Special” handgun, a 

Glock with a slide-mounted Trijicon RMR and a rail-

mounted flashlight was originally worked up for an 

active duty Delta Force operator, which would make 

him a highly trained shooter. He was running a red dot 

on his pistol because he was using night vision goggles, 

where you have to pick your focus distance. With a red 

dot, the dot is on the same focal plane as the target.

I would bet that SF Operator swapped out the bat-

teries on that RMR regularly, if  not before every mis-

sion, the same as he does the batteries in his EOTech, 

NVGs, IR laser, and weaponlight. I know the average 

CCW holder. They don’t swap out the batteries on 

anything until they die. If  then. They’re not going to 

swap out the batteries on their optic until they notice 

the dot has ceased to be. Hopefully that isn’t during 

the middle of a carjacking or riot…. A better trigger 

pull will do far more to improve the speed and ac-

curacy of one’s shooting at defensive distances than a 

red dot for most pistols. 

Here endeth the rant. And I only rant because I care. 

If  you’re going to slap a red dot on your pistol, train 

with it regularly and switch out the battery on a sched-

ule, otherwise you’d be better off  with iron sights. I’m 

aware I’m in the minority with my opinion, just like I 

am in thinking Hawaiian shirts are the height of sum-

mer fashion, but I will enjoy the smug self-satisfaction 

of a missionary who knows he is doing God’s work 

even if  you ungrateful heathens don’t appreciate it. 

At the range the pistol ran without any hiccups. Due 

to everybody buying up all the ammo in preparation for 

Ragnarök I had to use an odd combination of ammo, 

with Winchester’s 115-grain FMJFP military load on 

one end and SIG’s Match Elite dedicated competition 

load at the other, with some defensive JHPs in-between. 

Seeing as the one advantage red dots have that no 

one can discount is their increased accuracy poten-

tial, I moved back out to 50 yards and put a magazine 

downrange at a USPSA target while standing, using 

a barricade for support against my left forearm. I 

was using an RM06 Trijicon RMR, which has a 3.25 

MOA dot, and was able to do a nice 10-inch group 

on the target. For a nearly subcompact pistol that is 

excellent. The group was a little left of center, which 

was me being pushy on the trigger.

With the G3c T.O.R.O. you have a good trigger pull 

and the neat ability to mount a red dot, in a pistol that 

is priced low enough you can afford some practice 

ammo (provided you can find some), so it has done 

nearly everything possible to eliminate your excuses 

for not practicing.

The G2c was designed for concealed carry and has 

been a hugely popular product for Taurus. It is reliable 

and concealable and inexpensive — as Taurus likes to 

say, its “performance to cost ratio” is outstanding. 

The G3c T.O.R.O. is an improvement over the G2c in 

every way, and I expect it to be just as popular. 

—

James Tarr is a longtime contributor to Firearms 

News and other firearms publications. He is also the au-

thor of several books, including CARNIVORE, which 

was featured on The O’Reilly Factor. Check out his lat-

est novels on Amazon as well as his website, Official-

JamesTarr.com

TAURUS G3c T.O.R.O.

Type: Striker-fired semi-auto

Caliber: 9mm

Capacity: 12

Barrel: 3.2"

Length: 6.3"

Height: 5.1"

Width: 1.25"

Weight: 22 oz. (with magazine inserted)

Finish: Matte black

Slide: Carbon steel

Grip/Frame: Polymer

Sights: Plain black rear, white dot front

Trigger pull: 5.5 SA,  
6.25 pounds DA (as tested)

Safeties: Striker block, manual safety,  
trigger safety

Price: $408.79

Accessories: Cable lock, three magazines

Manufacturer: Taurus International  
TaurusUSA.com

Load  Bullet Weight Velocity SD Avg. Group (in)

Winchester Active Duty FMJFP 115 1,222 19 3.0

Wilson Combat XTP+P 115 1,189 23 2.9

Winchester Silvertip JHP 147 898 17 3.3

SIG Match Elite JHP 147 837 13 2.7

Hornady Subsonic XTP 147 854 16 3.6

Accuracy results are the averages of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from a sandbag rest. Velocities are 
averages of ten shots measured with an Oehler Model 35P 12 feet from the muzzle.

Shooting standing and supported, at 50 yards Tarr 

was able to do this group. Not bad for a nearly sub-

compact pistol.
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