
WILSON COMBAT

By Leroy Thompson

F
or many years after I started shooting handguns, 

I used only stock weapons. I didn’t see a need 

for any customizing; I just adapted to the gun’s 

idiosyncrasies. My lack of desire for custom hand-

guns may have also resulted from my lack of funds 

to pay for them. Eventually, I saw the usefulness of 

having a gun tailored to my needs and ergonomics. 

As I carried primarily Browning High-Powers, I had 

a full-sized one and a chopped one built. I also had 

a chopped S&W Model 39 built, though it wasn’t an 

ASP — I wish it had been. I did use the Colt 1911 as 

well, though I preferred the lightweight Commander. 

When Colt introduced the stainless and alloy version 

of the Commander that became my favorite 1911-

type pistol.

I resisted the temptation of having a custom 1911 

built just as I had resisted high carb foods in the 

days I competed in sports that required me to “make 

weight.” But, just as I had eventually started eating 

potatoes and bread and desserts again, I did eventu-

ally buy a custom 1911, actually two of them. But, I 

did it to help a friend. He was getting a divorce and 

needed to sell off  some guns as part of her buyout. 

It’s a sad but common story. Included among the guns 

he had for sale were two Colt Gunsite Service Pistols 

still new in the boxes. The price was too good to pass 

up, so I had a nice pair of custom pistols that shot 

really straight and didn’t have all sorts of extraneous 

features. They suited me perfectly except I did add a 

set of “slim” grips to each one. I also had a double 

shoulder holster rig made for them. I was not truly 

a member of the custom-1911 fraternity. Little did I 

know that like the Lays Potato Chip ad that hypoth-

esized I couldn’t just stop with one — two in my case, 

I was going to acquire more.

In fact, I seemed to acquire my custom 1911s in 

pairs. A group of friends and I made a deal with the 

Springfield Armory custom shop to build guns for us, 

CQB LIGHT-RAIL
LIGHTWEIGHT

The Wilson Combat CQB Light-Rail Lightweight of the type ordered by Thompson.

including special serial numbers. I said I was in for 

one of them, but we came up two guns short to make 

the minimum we needed. One of the others and I each 

agreed to buy two. Since this article isn’t about our 

custom Springfield Operators I won’t go into all of 

their features. Suffice it to say, I sent the custom shop 

two sets of the slim grips I like, and I specified that one 

of my guns should be in black and one in green. I got 

a double shoulder holster from Don Hume, with one 

holster for an Operator without an illuminator/light 

mounted and one with the light/illuminator mounted. 

To be honest, 90% of the time I carried only one of 

the guns, sans light, in a hip holster.

That satisfied any desire for custom 1911s for a 

while, but then I was invited along with a group of 

other writers to visit Wilson Combat. I got a chance 

to watch the craftsmen there at work and to appre-

ciate just how much effort goes into building one of 

the Wilson custom 1911s. When we spent time on the 

range firing various models, I was impressed with the 

performance of the pistols and also with the lighter 

weight of the guns with alloy frames. I did find the 
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[Cont. to page 46]

Pair of Springfield Armory Custom Shop Operators that helped convince Thompson 

he wanted a custom lightweight.

Thompson had a double shoulder rig made by Don Hume for the custom Operators 

so one could be carried with light attached.

Left side view of the 

Wilson Combat CQB Light-

Rail Lightweight.

custom 1911s I owned outstanding pistols, but fully 

loaded they can be a bit heavy. When Bill Wilson 

offered each writer in attendance a deal on the custom 

pistol of his choice, I couldn’t resist adding a custom 

lightweight to my custom 1911s. And, that’s what this 

article is about.

As with most custom gunsmiths, Wilson Combat 

offers an array of options to fit individual preferences 

and part of the enjoyment of having a custom built is 

selecting the features you want. Since this wasn’t my 

first custom 1911, I had learned what features I deem 

important, though I was open to any enhancements I 

felt made for a better pistol. First, I should note that 

unlike some of my friends, I like a pistol with a light 

rail, as I have trained enough entry teams that I like 

the option of mounting a light even if  I don’t carry 

the pistol with one mounted. I carry a spare Surefire 

weapons light in my truck and can mount it as needed 

on one of my railed pistols.

On their Website, Wilson Combat notes that labor 

charges may change and delivery may be delayed as 

they get back into full production after the COVID 

pandemic. This could also affect some of the custom 

operations I’ll discuss. One thing that impressed me 

when I had my CQB Light-Rail Lightweight (hence-

forth referred to as “CQB”) built many features 

terry.boyer
Highlight



PAGE 46 FIREARMS NEWS  -  firearmsnews.com VOLUME 75 - ISSUE 15

WILSON COMBAT CQB LIGHT-RAIL LIGHTWEIGHT

Close-up of the CQB’s rail, front of slide cocking serrations, and trigger.

The checkering at the front of the CQB’s grip keeps the 

pistol secure in the hand without abrading the palm; 

note the Wilson Combat magazine.

The rear “Battlesight” is open to allow faster acquisi-

tion but still allow precise shooting.

The fiber optic front sight is an aid in low light and 

brighter light; Thompson became a convert after 

shooting with it.

Thompson chose grey as the color for his CQB, partially because he sometimes wears a jacket with a grey lining, 

which might help the gun remain low profile. Note also the Wilson Combat case, which came with the pistol.

considered “custom” on other guns were standard 

with Wilson Combat. For example, 30 LPI High Cut 

Checkered Front Strap, High-Ride Beavertail Grip 

Safety, 3½ to 3¾ lb. crisp trigger pull, and rear Battle-

sight with front Fiber Optic Sight were standard. I 

would have ordered them had that not been the case.

Some options require an extra charge while others 

do not. Choice of caliber among 9x19mm, .38 Super, 

10mm, and .45 ACP was first. I chose .45 ACP. Stan-

dard finish is Armor-Tuff; however, the choice of 

color is yours. When I ordered mine the choices were 

silver, black, olive drab, grey, or tan. I went with grey 

for two reasons: the color was different from my other 

custom guns, and I thought it was handsome, but as 

two jackets I wear a lot have grey linings, it should 

conceal better when worn in an IWB holster. As far 

as I know no one has noticed it when so worn to date!

Options were offered for sights, grips, safety, de-

horning, slide serrations, guide rod length, and some 

other features. For the most part, I chose the basic 

package, though since I was buying a custom gun I 

was careful to choose exactly what I wanted. As I had, 

had a chance to shoot Wilson Combat pistols with the 

rear Battlesight and front fiber optic sight while visit-

ing the facility and had liked the combo, that’s what 

I chose. I shoot support hand drills fairly often and 

like an ambidextrous safety so chose that option with 

tactical levers, which had been de-horned for carry. 

[Cont. to page 48]

[Cont. from page 44]
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[Cont. to page 50]

[Cont. from page 46]

Good view of the CQB showing the handsome grey finish.

In retrospect, I might have gone with the “Extreme 

de-horn.”

I want to be able to disassemble my pistols in the 

field, or in an ally for that matter, without a bushing 

wrench, so I chose the standard-length guide rod. 

As I mentioned earlier, I like slim grips on a 1911 so 

chose Wilson’s slim ones. The pistol came with two 

Wilson Combat magazines (I later ordered five more). 

Accompanying the pistol was a nice Wilson Combat 

carrying case with pouches for seven magazines and a 

bushing wrench.

I had tried Wilson Combat’s own brand of ammu-

nition when I was there and found it quite accurate. 

Along with my pistol, I was shipped some of Wilson’s 

230-grain XTP HP ammo, which proved very accu-

rate, providing a 10-shot, 25-yard group of just under 

1¾ of an inch. Although I still have a couple of boxes 

of that Wilson load, I just moved and haven’t come 

across it yet so didn’t fire it for this article.

To accompany my CQB I ordered one of Rusty 

Sherrick’s SIS holster, a design he had made for the 

LAPD Special Investigation Section. This holster was 

developed to safely carry a single-action auto cocked 

and locked, and also to allow it to be carried comfort-

ably while seated in a vehicle yet still allow a smooth 

draw. I’ve had my CQB for a few years now and still 

Right side view of the Wilson Combat 

CQB; the slim grips, rail, and front 

strap checkering are visible.
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The CQB’s ambidextrous tactical safety levers that 

have been de-horned.

Close-up of the CQB hammer and trigger both of which are cutaway to lesson weight.

CQB with Insight 

Technology weapons 

light mounted.

carry it in the Rusty Sherrick holster. It will also fit in 

my Don Hume shoulder rig for a 1911 with a light, 

but I’ve never carried it in that rig.

In the years since I’ve gotten my CQB, I’ve car-

ried it more than any of  my other 1911 pistols. I fire 

100 rounds through it every three or four months 

in practice and reckon I’ve put 4,000−5,000 rounds 

through it. I’m still as happy with the pistol as I was 

the day it arrived. The trigger pull is exactly right for 

me and I still like the sights. The CQB stays nestled 

just right in my hand during double or triple taps 

due to the combo of  the checkered front strap and 

the slim grips. [Cont. to page 52]

[Cont. from page 48]
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For this article, I shot some groups and some drills 

with my CQB. I used four types of ammo: Federal 

Guard Dog 165-grain Expanding Full Metal Jacket, 

Black Hills 230-grain FMJ, Fiocchi 230-grain FMJ, 

and Speer 200-grain Gold Dot HP. I shot five-shot 

groups at 25 yards with each. The Federal Guard 

Dog and Black Hills FMJ produced the best groups. 

I also shot a 50-yard group with the Speer Gold Dot. 

Typically, I shoot two- to three-inch groups with good 

ammo in the CQB. I was surprised I didn’t shoot 

better with the Speer Gold Dot, as the group was 

about twice the size of my groups with the Federal 

and Black Hills loads. [Cont. to page 54]

[Cont. from page 50]

Group shot shortly after Thompson received his CQB using Wilson Combat ammunition. Rusty Sherrick SIS holster in which Thompson carries the CQB.

Firing the CQB with the support hand.

Good view of the CQB’s sights and the “WILSON” barrel 

bushing.

terry.boyer
Highlight



PAGE 54 FIREARMS NEWS  -  firearmsnews.com VOLUME 75 - ISSUE 15

WILSON COMBAT CQB LIGHT-RAIL LIGHTWEIGHT

Practicing close-range engagement drills left-handed with the CQB — note a 10-round magazine is in place, which 

Thompson was testing for reliability.

WILSON COMBAT LIGHT- RAIL 
LIGHTWEIGHT SHOOTING TESTS

Load
Group 

Size (in.)

Five- Shots 25- yards

Federal Guard Dog 165-grain EX FMJ 2¼

Black Hills 230-grain FMJ 2½

Fiocchi 230-grain FMJ 41⁄8

Speer 200-grain Gold Dot HP 37⁄8

Five- shots, 50 Yards

Speer 200-grain Gold Dot JHP 83⁄8"

Same group above without the flyer 53⁄8"

WILSON COMBAT CQB
LIGHT- RAIL LIGHTWEIGHT

Action: Single-Action Auto

Caliber: .45 ACP (.38 Super and 9mm
also available)

Overall 

Length:
8.7 in.

Height: 5.6 in.

Barrel 

Length:
5 in.

Weight: 36.6 oz. empty; 45 oz. loaded

Magazine 

Capacity:
8

Sights: Rear-Battlesight, Front-Fiber Optic

Other 

Features 

Include:

Accuracy Guarantee of 1 in. at 25 
yds; Integral Light Rail; High-Ride 
Beavertail Grip Safety; 3.5# to 4.5# 
Trigger Pull; Stainless Match-Grade 
Barrel and Bushing Hand-Fitted; 
and others

Price: $3,145

Contact: WilsonCombat.com
(800) 955-4856

SOURCES

Black-Hills.com

C-Rusty.com

FederalPremium.com/handgun

FiocchiUSA.com

Speer.com

Practicing double taps with the CQB.

25-yard group with Black Hills 230-grain FMJ. 25-Yard group with Federal 165-grain Guard Dog.

Taking my CQB to the range reminded me once 

again how glad I am that I ordered my Wilson Combat. 

The more I shoot it and carry it the more I like it. The 

price for my pistol when I got it was $2,890. Current 

Wilson base price is $3,145, but I added some features 

that would increase that. I expect to pay for quality 

and that’s what I got with the CQB. I had to wait a 

number of months to receive my pistol, but it wasn’t 

as if  I was unarmed during that time! For any read-

ers considering a custom 1911 I’d recommend going 

to the Wilson Combat website and looking at the 

choices and the ordering process. Your pistol won’t be 

cheap, and it won’t come immediately, but my experi-

ence has been it will be worth it.

[Cont. from page 52]
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