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WHAT’S NEW FROM WILSON COMBAT

WILSON COMBAT MAGAZINE

Since it arrived here first, let’s look at their new 

magazine. “A new magazine?” you ask. How new 

can it be? Well, how about this: It was designed 

from the get-go to work with the usual suspects 

and then some. The official list is .223/5.56, .300 

Blackout, and .300 HAM’R cartridges. You can 

obviously use it with a lot of others as well, like the 

.204 Ruger, the 6x45, and other cartridges based 

on the .223 case. I suspect that, with more testing, 

we’ll be able to expand that list even more.

Now, we all know that some .223/5.56 maga-

zines have problems with the .300 Blackout, as the 

bullet shape of the .300 is sometimes in conflict 

with the 5.56 guide ribs on the front of the orig-

inal magazine’s interior design. Then there’s the 

problem of mixing up ammo and getting a .300 

Blackout into a rifle chambered in .223/5.56. So, 

label your magazines for a particular use. For best 

use, dedicate a batch of the new Wilson magazines 

for .300 Blackout use and mark them accordingly. 

You know, spray paint a “300” on the sides after 

you give each a camo paint job. 

That said, there’s no such problem with the .300 

HAM’R as it cannot be chambered in a .223/5.56 

rifle. No way, no how. However, the new Wilson 

Combat magazine, with their anti-tilt followers 

and drainage holes in the baseplate, are a clear 

choice for those who want a single-source maga-

zine and have several calibers to feed. Just mark 

them, OK? 

The baseplates are also readily removed for 

cleaning, so if your uses get them filled with 

dust, dirt, mud, powder residue, etc., there’s no 

problem. You can easily clean them. Press the 

retaining button into the tube, slide the baseplate 

off, and control the spring. With the internals out, 

The baseplate has 
drain holes, so if 
you do take a spill 
into the water, 
your mags won’t 
hold water like 
flat canteens.
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you can scrub the interior with a magazine brush, 

wipe the internals clean, and then reassemble. As 

with a USGI magazine, the first step of wrestling 

the baseplate off is the hardest. Once, a long time 

ago, our gun shop bought a truckload of surplus 

USGI magazines. It was almost scary how many 

of them had the baseplates bent in removal by GIs 

who had cleaned them. The bent baseplates also 

explained the residues of duct tape many of the 

tubes still had on them. No such problem with 

Wilson Combat magazines.

Once I’d had a chance to handle the new Wilson 

magazine, I noticed something that made me sit 

up and get excited. There’s a magazine latch slot 

on the right-hand side of the magazine tube. Could 

it be? I dashed down to the vault and dug around 

until I found my AR-180. Yep, it locks in place, and 

the bolt locks open when I retract the charging 

handle. 

WILSON UPPER CLEANING TOOL

The second new product from Wilson is an upper 

cleaning tool. Most of you, myself included, usu-

ally thoroughly scrub the bolt and carrier assem-

bly, then the bore and chamber, and finally finish 

by giving the upper interior a dab, a swipe, and a 

quick look before calling it good. Lacking an easy 

way to get the upper clean (shoving a shop cloth 

in the upper doesn’t really do much except elicit 

swear words), we had to settle for that minimal 

level of “cleaning.” What with so many shooters 

now using ARs that have a suppressor mounted, 

the upper interiors get not just grubby but posi-

tively caked with baked-on powder residues. 

The Wilson Combat upper cleaner is a tool that 

lets you actually clean the upper. It looks like 

a polymer truncheon, but the cleverness of the 

design is clear once you handle it a bit. One end is 

sized for an AR-15 upper, the other for an AR-10, 

with each end being the handle for the other. It 

comes with special scrubbing cleaning pads that 

you wrap around one end of the tool.

I figured I had to see how well it did right away, 

so after a cleaning session, I used the Wilson tool 

on the upper I had just cleaned. I spritzed some 

solvent into the upper, wrapped a cleaning pad 

on the tool, and did some preliminary scrubbing. 

Oh my. To call the amount of gunk it pulled out 

impressive is to understate the effect. I thought 

for a moment I was going to find Jimmy Hoffa’s 

car keys in the pile of gunk that came out of an 

otherwise “clean” upper receiver. I’m not sure I’m 

ready for the landfill’s-worth of powder residue 

If you use the 
Wilson upper 
cleaning tool on 
an upper that is 
mostly clean, you 
can expect to find 
this much gunk 
coming out on the 
first pass. All of 
a sudden, uppers 
don’t seem so 
clean anymore.
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WHAT’S NEW FROM WILSON COMBAT
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With nickel-
Teflon coating, 
precision-ground 
engagement 
surfaces, and 
complete with 
the springs you 
need, what are 
you waiting for? 
At this price, it 
is the deal of the 
century, or of the 
decade at least.

However, this one is far superior to your GI parts. 

The hammer and trigger sear engagement sur-

faces are precision-ground and polished before 

they are both given a complete nickel-Teflon coat-

ing. The kit has all you need from the hammer, 

trigger, disconnector, chrome-silicon springs for 

each, and a disconnector spring.

The set is rated for a mil-spec trigger pull of 

5.75 pounds, which some will read as “heavy.” 

Nope. The best thing you can have for the right 

feel and proper use in a trigger is a crisp pull. A 

clean, crisp trigger pull of 5.5 pounds (which is 

what this one measured for me) is better than a 

gritty, spongy trigger pull that is 2 pounds less. 

Don’t get hung up over a weight of pull; feel for 

the clean let-off. This one has it.

I grabbed a rifle out of the rack that had a pure 

USGI trigger set in it with a measured pull of 

that will come out of a heavily used suppressed 

upper that had just finished a day’s shooting in a 

class, but I’m sure it will be impressive.

The tool is so good at the job and cleaning uppers 

that I’m now mulling over how to clean the gunk 

out of the included scrubbing pads or find suit-

able alternatives because this tool is going to get 

used a lot.

WILSON COMBAT TRIGGER

Shooting well involves a lot of variables like a good 

barrel, good ammo, and good sights, but the start-

ing point of the bullet’s journey is the trigger. There 

are all kinds of high-end (and expensive) triggers 

that do better than mil-spec, but not everyone 

wants to plunk down a couple of Benjamins just 

so the trigger feels better. So Wilson Combat offers 

a standard-configuration, single-stage trigger set. 
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WHAT’S NEW FROM WILSON COMBAT

32 GUNS & AMMO AR-15

just under 6 pounds. I swapped the trigger sets, 

and the Wilson felt a lot better. So much so, that 

I first wondered, “Can it actually be the rated 

weight?” as it felt lighter than the packaging’s 

indicated 5.75-pound weight. So, I grabbed the 

trigger scale and dry fired the Wilson a few times. 

I came up with the consistent 5.5-pound average 

that I mentioned. A clean, crisp trigger pull can 

fool you by feeling lighter to your finger than the 

actual weight it holds. You can get this for a mere 

$65, and it installs like any other USGI parts set.

WILSON COMBAT SPRING

The technology of springs is old. The first “spring” 

is the bow, as in bow-and-arrow. Springs in fire-

arms came about when the matchlock was found 

to be too clumsy, and leaf springs were used to 

propel hammers holding flints to the flash pan. 

Even Leonardo Da Vinci got into the act, making 

an improved spring for pistols. The coil spring was 

patented in 1763 in England. We’ve had them ever 

since, and they are an essential part of firearms 

technology.

Well, Wilson now offers a new and improved 

buffer spring made of chrome-silicon alloy and 

produced as a flat spring. Yes, a flat coil spring. 

Instead of round stock, this spring design uses 

flat stock that is wrapped into a coil. This design 

approach allows more spring material, a longer 

travel, or both. One big advantage of the flat coil 

spring is that it is less prone to stacking. Stacking 

is where the coil spring, as it loads up, offers more 

and more resistance to compression. Stacking 

changes the cycling dynamics of a system and 

can cause problems.

The new spring promises a smoother cycling 

stroke and certainly a longer service life. The 

Wilson spring is just for carbines or pistols with 

carbine length buffer tubes, not for rifle tubes. 

Now, I’ll admit that at $15, it is more expensive 

than the $5 common-as-dirt springs would cost, 

but since the spring will be stressed less than the 

USGI one, the Wilson spring looks to be a lifetime 

part. When I’m building up an AR-15, the $10 dif-

ference between the old spring and the new is not 

at all a consideration. I’ll burn up more than that 

in the first magazine of testing.

My carbines already have springs in them, but 

on the next rebuild, each of them is going to be 

checked for spring length, and any sign of short-

ening will be cause for replacement with a Wilson 

Combat flat spring.

CONCLUSION

The amazing thing about what’s new from Wilson 

Combat is that Bill Wilson has been at this for 

decades, and he keeps on improving things. I see 

no end to the stream of improved goodness coming 

from Wilson Combat. 

The Wilson 
Flat-Wire Recoil 
Spring for your 
AR-15 is going 
to make things 
better. It will last 
for as long as you 
will be shooting 
your AR.
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6.8 STRENGTHS

With so many cartridges vying for the 5.56’s 

crumbs, what makes the 6.8 SPC a viable option? 

The 6.8 may not be the best at anything, but it 

does nearly everything well. First, let’s address 

what the 6.8 is not. 

The 6.8 SPC isn’t a varmint cartridge, nor is it 

a long-range round, but it’ll do OK at both. Where 

the 6.8 shines is from contact distance to a quar-

ter-mile, which is exactly why the U.S. Army 

Marksmanship Unit designed the round in the 

early 2000s. Within that window — no matter 

if it’s for combat, hunting, or home-defense — 

there’s very few cartridges that beat the wallop 

of a 6.8 SPC. 

Through 16-inch (and shorter) barrels, the 6.8 

hurls an 85-grain bullet at 2,900 fps and a 110-

grain bullet at 2,500. Both hit hard. My father’s 

mild handload using a 90-grain Speer Gold Dot at 

2,800 fps has accounted for his largest blacktail 

deer and a nice bear. 

Granted, the stubby .277-caliber bullets may 

drift a few inches more than the 6.5 Grendel past 

300 yards and drop a few more inches than a 5.56 

at 400 yards, but inside that, the differences aren’t 

enough to worry about. Besides, in a worst-case 

scenario, wasting ammunition at long distance 

makes little sense. Most shots would be infrequent 

and inside 100 yards. 

This leads us to the build. To complement my 

newfound stash of 6.8 ammo, I needed a barrel. 

My favorite length for this round is 12.5 inches, 

but I didn’t have time to SBR a lower and decided 

against the pistol route. Instead, I selected the 

most versatile and prolific of all AR barrel lengths 

— 16 inches — and began the pandemic build. 

WILSON COMBAT BARREL

Bill Wilson and his team at Wilson Combat know 

how to build guns. They also know how to make 

exceptional barrels. The Recon Tactical barrel 

seen here is crafted from 416R stainless steel and 

fluted for weight savings. Its twist is 1:11 inches, 

and the gas system is midlength. A hand-polished 

bore is a nice touch that I’m sure helps accuracy, 

but I’ve not fired it with a high-powered scope, so 

I have no clue how well it shoots. For pandemic 

purposes, it’s plenty accurate. 

$285

wilsoncombat.com

KAISER US X-7 RECEIVER SET

After years of lust, I finally bought a Kaiser US X-7 

receiver set for this 6.8 build. Unique in the AR 

world, they only come as a matched set and were 

built to be the most advanced polymer receivers 

available. The X-7 receivers are injection molded 

A KAK Flash 
Can, Streamlight 
ProTac RM2, 
and Magpul 
MBUS Pro sights 
compliment the 
other features of 
this build.
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EXPANDED PISTOL BRACE ROUNDUP

108 GUNS & AMMO AR-15

out and is braced under the shooter’s forearm to 

counterbalance muzzle weight and stabilize the 

pistol, allowing true one-handed operation. The 

Gear Head Works line of braces doesn’t require 

affixing the gun to one’s arm to function. 

11. TAILHOOK MOD 2

The Gear Head Works Tailhook MOD 2 uses 

leverage to help control the pistol. It’s five-posi-

tion adjustable on a proprietary buffer tube that 

accepts any mil-spec carbine buffer and spring. It 

is made from a hard, sturdy polymer and found on 

high-end firearms like those from Wilson Combat. 

It is solidly built and looks great in Black, FDE, OD 

Grey, or Grey. It weighs 7 ounces and is five-posi-

tion adjustable up to 12.75 LOP. 

PROS: 

• Found on high-end guns

• Design gives it a natural shooting angle

• True one-handed operation

• MSRP: $210

12. TAILHOOK MOD 1

This pistol brace is machined from a block of billet 

aluminum. It is strong, hard anodized, and clamps 

to any pistol buffer tube from 1.17 to 1.2 inches in 

diameter. It utilizes the same lever stabilization 

physics as the Tailhook MOD 2. It can be set up 

for a right- or left-handed shooter and weighs 4.5 

ounces 

PROS:

• Can be set up for a right- or left-hand shooter

• Clamps to pistol buffer tubes

• Machined from billet aluminum

• MSRP: $126

13. MOD 1C

It’s similar to the MOD 1, only 30 percent lighter 

and 30 percent more compact. At less than an inch 

thick and 3.1 ounces, it’s a truly tiny package.

PROS:

• QD Socket

• Truly tiny stabilizer

• MSRP: $140

The Tailhook 
MOD 2 from Gear 
Head Works is 
constructed using 
high-end polymer 
that is built to 
last.

C U S T O M I Z E D  F O R 
P E R F O R M A N C E

For over 40 years,  

MG Arms has been 

building exactly what 

our Customers want, 

each and every time!

The Look is so unique, 

they are distinguished 

from thousands! The 

Feel is so lightweight, 

they are carried 

around the World! 

With Performance 

that is Guaranteed!

So when you’re  

ready for your  

Custom Firearm,  

visit us at  

mgarmsinc.com or 

give us a call at  

281-821-8282,  

then let’s get to work!

It’s All About  
the Look.

It’s All About  
the Feel.

It’s All About  
the Performance. 

The MG Arms Taranis2™  
is skeletonized to the 

bone, but still holds the 
power of a full weight AR 

Platform. Accurate and 
built to handle the heavy 
work and weighting in at  

slightly over 41/2 lbs.
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