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THE PROTECTOR ELITE

10 GUNS & AMMO AR-15

Wilson Combat launched the Protector series of 
rifles and AR pistols a while back to offer Wilson 
Combat levels of performance at the most afford-
able price. These were fully featured guns built 
on forged receivers (not the usual billet receivers), 
and Wilson Combat passed on the savings to the 
customer. That went so well that Wilson Combat 
now has the Protector Elite series built on billet 
receivers but secures some savings through econ-
omies of scale. In Bill Wilson’s words, “We saved 
money by using standard AR small parts and by 
using two key distributors to get the guns to the 
customer. The Protector Elite is a ‘distributor only’ 
product.” 

THE DIFFERENCES 
Wilson Combat specializes in manufacturing 
premium firearms and has been doing so for a 
few decades. They refuse to make cheap guns and 
instead focus on producing high-performance 
products. I have yet to test a Wilson Combat gun 
that wouldn’t shoot at the top of its class and have 
had zero malfunctions across numerous firearms 
tested. They accomplish these high standards by 
making almost every part of their rifles and pistols 
in-house. In addition to the receivers and hand-
guards, they make their own barrels and their own 
triggers. I know of no other AR manufacturer that 
can same the same thing. 

The Protector 
Elite ARs merge 
Wilson Combat 
quality and 
reliability with an 
attractive price. 
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GUNSANDAMMO.COM 11

The Protector 
Elite series 
features a 
quality cassette-
style trigger 
for enhanced 
precision.

If you go to the Wilson Combat website and start 
perusing various models, it would be hard to spot 
the differences between the new Protector Elite 
guns and the Recon Tactical models. Both have 
billet receivers, both share the same furniture and 
forends, and both have the same barrel lengths 
and contours. It’s enough to make a guy scratch 
his head and wonder about the source of the price 
difference between the Protector Elite and other 
models. 

One small difference is the Protector Elite 
guns feature commonly-sourced small parts. 
Things like the safety selector, bolt catch, and 
the magazine release are what you would find 
on other quality ARs produced in the U.S. These 
are functional parts that serve everywhere from 
guns issued to our military members to the casual 
range plinking rifle. Other Wilson Combat rifles 
feature Wilson’s line of Bullet Proof parts that 
are all machined from S7 tool steel. The Bullet 
Proof parts are machined, hardened and then 
double-tempered to last a lifetime of service. They 
are also expensive, so USGI parts get the nod for 
the Protector Elite line.

Probably the biggest difference between the 
Protector Elite rifles and pistols and other Wilson 
products is the distribution model. Protector Elite 
guns will be offered through two distributors 
only: Davidson’s (davidsonsinc.com) and Sports 
South (theshootingwarehouse.com). Customers 
will not be able to call Wilson Combat direct to 
order these guns. It saves Wilson Combat a bunch 
of time by only having to keep two large customers 
in guns, instead of managing individual orders. 
This represents a significant savings that they can 
pass along to the consumer. 

Those are the only differences between the 

Protector Elite rifles and other models made by 
Wilson Combat. The barrels, bolt carrier groups 
and triggers are all the same stuff used in every 
other Wilson Combat rifle. The Protector Elite 
models are the best way to access the quality 
and performance Wilson Combat offers while 
still saving a few bucks by buying through a 
distributor. 

THE 5.56 PISTOL
One thing I love about this pistol is that the Wilson 
Combat team got the barrel and handguard lengths 
correct. The pistol has a carbine-length gas system 
and an 11.3-inch barrel. Anyone interested in a 
barrel shorter than 14.5 inches on an AR-15 should 
favor an 11.3-inch barrel over the more popular 
shorter lengths. 

The gas system on any AR doesn’t start work-
ing until the bullet passes the gas port, allowing 
pressurized gas to flow back through the gas tube 
and cycle the action. Since both the 11.3-inch 
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barrel and the more popular 10.3-inch barrel both 
share the same length gas system, the 11.3-inch 
barrel gives the gas system another inch of barrel 
to remain pressurized. Once the bullet exits the 
muzzle, the pressure in the bore drops to zero.  

That extra inch of barrel that Wilson includes 
on the Protector Elite means they don’t need an 
oversized gas port to make the pistol operate 
reliably. This allows the bolt carrier group to 
cycle a little slower and makes the pistol more 
suppressor-friendly. Too much bolt velocity is the 
number one cause of cycling issues in short-bar-
reled AR-pattern rifles and pistols. The 11.3-inch 
barrel helps alleviate that. Any AR wearing a 
carbine-length gas system should have a barrel no 
shorter than 11.3 inches. I realize this philosophy 
contradicts the Special Operations community 
and their 10.3-inch barrels. But I was issued one of 
those rifles in Iraq, and that’s where I realized the 

longer 11.3-inch barrel is the better choice. Wilson 
Combat knows this, so their carbine-length sys-
tems all wear the slightly longer barrel. 

One feature the Protector Elite pistol has is the 
Gear Head Works Tailhook Mod 2 pistol brace. 
Pistol braces are relatively new to the AR world, 
coming into common use over the past couple 
years. These braces are designed to fit around 
the shooter’s forearm to help stabilize the pistol 
when firing.

Most pistol braces try to encircle the shooter’s 
forearm and, in doing so, place the pistol at a 
strange angle that is far from comfortable. The 
Tailhook doesn’t try to encircle the arm, but 
instead forms a shelf that slips under the forearm 
and uses leverage to keep the muzzle oriented on 
the target. The Tailhook is one of the best pistol 
braces available in this regard. The Mod 2 also 
adjusts for length. 
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PROTECTOR ELITE PISTOL

Type Direct impingement 
semiautomatic

Cartridge .223 Rem./5.56 NATO

Barrel 11.3 in.; 1:7-in. twist

Overall Length 27.5 in. (collapsed)  
30.25-in. (extended)

Weight 6 lbs., 1 oz.

Capacity 10, 20, 30 rds.

Brace Gear Head Works  
Tailhook Mod 2

Grip Wilson/BCM

Finish Type III hardcoat anodized  
and Armor Tuff

Length of Pull 10 in. (collapsed)  
12.75 in. (extended)

Safety Two-position selector

Sights None

MSRP TBD by distributors

Manufacturer Wilson Combat 
wilsoncombat.com

THE HAM’R ELITE
For those unfamiliar with the .300 HAM’R, it is 
Bill Wilson’s creation that stays true to cartridges 
optimized for the AR-15. Bill has created a few 
cartridges over the years, and each one has a spe-
cific purpose. Wilson Combat designed the .458 
HAM’R as a cartridge you could hunt African 
game. The .300 HAM’R is the ultimate ranch rifle 
cartridge designed for hogs, deer and even elk. Its 
ballistics are very similar to a .30-30 Winchester, 
and a lot of elk have fallen to that cartridge over 
the years. 

At first blush, folks will wonder what the .300 
HAM’R does that the .300 BLK doesn’t, and the 
answer is the .300 HAM’R sends the same bullets 
about 150 to 300 feet per second faster from the 
same barrel lengths. That’s like moving from a 
.308 Winchester to a .300 Winchester Magnum 
in terms of velocity gain. If you want to put a lot 

PROTECTOR ELITE RIFLE

Type Direct impingement 
semiautomatic

Cartridge .300 HAM’R

Barrel 16 in.; 1:15-in. twist

Overall Length 33.5 in. (collapsed), 36.5-in. 
(extended)

Weight 6 lbs., 4 oz.

Capacity 10, 20, 30 rds.

Stock Wilson/Rogers

Grip Wilson/BCM

Finish Type III hardcoat anodized  
and Armor Tuff

Length of Pull 11.5 in. (collapsed),  
14.5 in. (extended)

Safety Two-position selector

Sights None

MSRP TBD by distributors

Manufacturer Wilson Combat 
wilsoncombat.com

A Gear Head 
Works Tailhook 
Mod 2 sits at the 
rear of the pistol. 
A Wilson Combat 
bolt carrier group 
rides inside the 
upper receiver. 
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the presence of match ammunition for that car-
tridge. The .300 HAM’R’s accuracy was much 
better than what I expected with hunting bullets. 
I attribute the HAM’R’s accuracy to Wilson’s 
excellent chamber design. 

The Protector Elite guns should get the atten-
tion of anyone who wants the best quality AR-15 
available at a slightly reduced price. The changes 
in small parts save about a hundred bucks and 
the use of a distributor-only sales model saves 
even more. This will be the best pricing ever 
available on Wilson Combat AR-15, so head over 
to Davidson’s and Sports South to check them 
out.  

of hurting on the target, the .300 HAM’R is the 
best way to do it. 

In a rifle world where faster barrel twist rates 
dominate the popularity contest, the .300 HAM’R 
comes with a 1:15-inch twist ratio. I was initially 
surprised by the slow twist rate considering the 
bullets hover in the 110-grain to 150-grain weight 
class. I thought a 1:12-inch twist might be more 
appropriate and told Bill Wilson as much. That 
was when Bill reminded me of the .300 HAM’R’s 
intended application. Bill said: “If I’m pulling 
the trigger, there’s fur behind the crosshair.” He 
developed the .300 HAM’R as the best cartridge 
choice when a shooter desires maximum terminal 
performance from an AR-15 rifle. I’ve hunted a 
bunch with Bill and can testify that his morning 
routine consists of a patrol around his property 
to hunt hogs. He does this every day. 

Bill’s testing, which turned into hundreds of 
hog fatalities, showed a significant difference in 
terminal performance when he used barrels with 
a 1:15-inch twist rate. All bullets failed to perform 
as well when fired out of a 1:12-inch twist barrel. 
This is comparing the same loads and hitting hogs 
in the same spots over the course of several hunts. 

I spent some time with both guns at the range 
to asses accuracy and other performance factors. 
The pistol had better accuracy, but that’s due to 

PERFORMANCE .223 REM

Wilson 77-gr. 
Match

Black Hills 77-gr. 
OTM

Black Hills 52-gr. 
Match

Velocity (fps)

2,180 2,236 2,509

Standard Deviation

22 17 20

Extreme Spread

57 42 53

Average Group (in.)

.86 .91 .98

Best Group (in.)

.78 .71 .81

PERFORMANCE .300 HAM’R
Wilson 130-gr. 
HP

Wilson 125-gr. 
TNT

Wilson 110-gr.
HP

Velocity (fps)

2,386 2,405 2,450

Standard Deviation

6 9 7

Extreme Spread

14 19 17

Average Group (in.)

.94 1.03 1.17

Best Group (in.)

.83 .81 1.02

Accuracy results are the average of three five-
shot groups at 100 yards. Velocity figures are 
derived from a string of 5 rounds measured by a 
chronograph 12 feet from the muzzle.

The .300 HAM’R 
(on right) 
compared to a 
.223 Rem. This 
round was built to 
hunt.
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