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OVERALL IMPRESSION 
 

I spent several hours scrutinizing the characteristics of both the knife and its sheath and 
have reached a preliminary conclusion.  I believe we have a solid winner here!  Both 
items appear to be very well made and designed for a myriad of serious, heavy-duty 
applications.  The geometry is superb, sleek, and contemporarily classic.  Everything 
about this knife suggests to me that it’s capable of successfully performing any mission, 
and doing so without breaking one’s bank. 
 

SHEATH 
 
The sheath is rather unique in two major aspects.  First, the dual belt loops offer the user 
two significant options for wear.  With both loops in the fully extended position, the 
wearer can be assured of security, ease of draw and a slightly lower ride which will allow 
a certain amount of movement during walking or running.   
 
The other unique aspect allows both belt loops to be folded over against the back portion 
of the sheath and secured with heavy duty snaps.  This causes the sheath to ride higher on 
one’s body and offers a greater amount of stability.  It appears to be a very nice system. 
 
Yet another nice feature of the sheath is that it has horizontal straps spaced vertically on 
its front, allowing the user to attach a variety of smaller accessories.  There is also a 
tension screw at the sheath’s base along with a lanyard for even more security. 
 
Going one step further, this sheath has two straps that secure the knife’s handle.  The user 
can utilize one or both straps, and these straps can each be easily adjusted for tightness of 
fit.  For ground operations, I feel that using one strap is sufficient to adequately secure the 
knife.  For airborne operations, having the second strap greatly increases the probability 
that the knife will remain place and secure.   
 



My only potential concern is that the sheath’s stitching does not appear to be particularly 
substantial.  I was, however, unable to pull any stitched area apart and nobody was able 
to pull the sheath from my belt.   
 
In conclusion, I like the sheath and believe it offers the user a variety of aspects that are 
both beneficial and practical.  Grade A. 
 

SCALES (also known as grips or handle) 
 

The scales are made from Wilson’s famous G-10 material and offer a tremendous amount 
of stability when one’s hands are damp, wet, sweaty, muddy or slimy.  I encountered 
absolutely no slipping or feeling of instability during my testing.   
 
The scales are securely attached to the tang by three screws on each side.  This offers an 
additional degree of security and stability.  What I found rather ingenious is that the left 
scale has a small opening where an Allen-type wrench is supplied and stored so that 
the user will always have a way to immediately remove the scales should doing so be 
necessary no matter where he may be.  The wrench fits snugly beneath the scale and I 
could not get it to fall out. Additionally, when one removes the scales, one will find a 
small storage area underneath.  Very ingenious.   
 
The sunburst/ridge style scales display a Wilson Combat logo on each panel and has two 
holes located at the butt, each measuring about 5mm.  These holes are slightly 
countersunk and contain no burrs or other machining marks.  With these holes, one can 
easily add a lanyard or use them to secure the knife to a pole or limb in order to make an 
improvised spear.  It was quite easy to do. 
 
You can buy these knives directly from Hogue or other knife retailers, and you can get 
them with scales made from durable smooth G10 material or smooth cocobolo wood. 
Although cocobolo wood is beautiful, the G10 material will be more durable in the long 
run. In some instances, you will pay a bit more for Wilson’s version of these knives than 
you might at other locations, but I strongly recommend the Wilson version because 
Wilson is the only supplier that has the ridges on the G10 scales. These ridges are a 
tremendous asset because they give the user a substantially heightened level of gripability 
and control that one will not get with plain G10 or cocobolo scales. These ridges are a 
Wilson exclusive and I can’t recommend them highly enough. When you are buying a 
knife that can literally last a lifetime, you are better off spending a tad more money and 
obtaining the very best. 
 
I called Hogue to see if one could purchase additional and/or different scales. The tech 
stated that if a scale broke, then the lifetime warranty would kick in and they would take 
care of it, but one cannot buy additional scales just for the heck of it. Most knife 
companies have similar policies, so this is of no major consequence. Anyway, this is an 
outstanding knife in every respect and I would not change a single aspect of its design or 
construction. Combining Wilson Combat with Hogue was a stroke of genius and provides 
the consumer with a tremendous quality product. 



 
In conclusion, the sunburst/ridge G-10 scales provide extreme gripping capability in all 
kids of environments, they will stay exactly where they are put, they fit the blade 
magnificently with no gaps or warping and offer a unique and easy way to remove them, 
and they also project a magnificent appearance.  Overall grade: A. 
 

BUTT 
 
The butt is somewhat pointed, making it a formidable weapon in and of itself and will 
easily smash automobile glass or other such material should a rescue operation be 
necessary.  It’s extremely strong yet does not get in the way of normal cutting operations.  
Overall grade: A. 
 

BLADE AND TANG 
 
The blade is made from A2 steel, a high-carbon material making it easy to sharpen and 
hold and edge well.  After cutting a variety of material, throwing the knife at trees and 
using it as a pry bar, which should never be done except in the case of dire emergencies,  
the cutting edge and point/tip was as clean, distinct and sharp as it was when I started.  
This came as no surprise to me because of the nature of the steel.  Being high-carbon, one 
should occasionally wipe down the blade with a slightly oily rag or soft shaving brush 
using Wilson’s Lite Oil, a perfect combination.  
 
The blade and tang are made from one solid piece of steel measuring about 6mm at its 
widest point, creating an extremely solid knife.  The blade has a finger groove which is 
quite comfortable and is directly behind a small but effective guard.  All the edges of the 
knife appear slightly rounded for comfort – another nice touch.  The top of the blade 
directly in front of the scales has about an inch and three quarters (roughly 45mm) of 
very substantial thumb notches.  What I found was that this combination allows the user 
to safely and effectively place a lot of downward pressure on the knife when cutting 
something substantial.  Additionally, directly in front of the scales on the blade are two 
more 5mm holes spaced about 11mm apart that can also be used to secure the knife to a 
pole or limb should one need a spear type of device or extra reach.  These holes are also 
countersunk and contain no burrs or other machining marks. Using these two 5mm holes 
in conjunction with the two 5mm holes at the butt will give you a very solid connection 
and allows one to use a huge variety of devices to secure the knife to the pole.  I used 
parachute cord, zip ties, non-milspec nylon cord and twine to secure the knife to a pole 
and found it to be extremely secure. 
 
The blade is a drop-point, meaning that the point or tip of the knife drops down below the 
spine which aids in overall strength.  I feel this type of point is highly functional and is a 
great all-around configuration.  I feel also that the belly of this knife is very well 
designed.  The belly is the curved portion of the blade running from the tip back toward 
the grip panels a couple inches.  This knife clearly has enough belly to make a fine 
skinning knife and yet still serve as a highly effective all-around tool for camping, 
military use, field ops, etc.   



 
The knife may feel a bit heavy in one’s hands, and perhaps it should.  It’s solid as a 
Patton Tank.  Personally, it feels great in my hands and is definitely not too heavy.  The 
knife balances directly in front of the scales, which is something I like because to me it 
gives the knife an overall feeling of perfect harmony. 
 
Another great feature of Hogue is that they will resharpen your knife totally free of 
charge. All you as the owner have to do is pay the shipping to and from their 
headquarters. This is a great deal, especially for one, such as I, who is not the greatest at 
sharpening knives. 
 
The blade’s finish is Armor-Tough coating, which is a very durable material.  Through all 
my testing, it’s held up quite well.  Overall grade: A. 
 

TACTICAL APPLICATIONS 
 

What I really like about this knife is its extreme versatility.  In either the 5” or 7” version, 
it would make a great knife for military use where strength and the ability to endure the 
roughest treatment cannot be compromised.  It will also serve its owner as a great camp 
or general field knife.  It should also make an outstanding skinner, especially in the 5” 
version.  I think this knife can do everything well.    
 

 
WARRANTY/LITERATURE 

 
This Wilson/Hogue knife came with a brief instruction sheet basically stating that the 
knife is covered by Hogue with a limited lifetime warranty against defects in material and 
craftsmanship, so long as the user does not misuse or fail to properly maintain the knife.    
 
This small sheet also provides the user with a few care and maintenance tips, which is all 
well and good – but there is a problem.  Hogue instructs the user NOT to disassemble the 
knife.  If one does, the warranty is automatically void.  Hogue gives the purchaser the 
Allen-type wrench so that he/she can remove the scales, which are the only part of the 
entire knife that one can disassemble; so if one removes the scales as intended by Hogue, 
doing so voids the warranty. What? Someone at Hogue seriously messed up here.  
Because of this, I called Hogue and they admitted that this is an unintended problem.  
The scales are supposed to be removed and doing so WILL NOT void one’s warranty.  I 
was further advised that they are in the process of revising their instruction sheet to 
reflect the correct information.  Overall grade: A 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



PRICE 
 
Price is another area in which this knife really shines.  I believe that a person should be 
able to buy an American Made knife (which the Hogue is) that is well-designed, 
intelligently crafted and strong for under $300.   In either the 5” or 7” blade length, this 
Hogue can be purchased direct from Wilson Combat for $249.  When one ponders the 
extreme quality of this knife, the price becomes a bargain.  Grade: A.  
 

FINAL SUMMATION 
 
In sum, I truly like everything about this knife and feel that it should be a great seller.  
It’s got everything one could ask for: excellent design, extreme quality, great durability, 
and an outstanding overall appearance.  I would not change a single aspect.  Furthermore, 
it’s US made and has a lifetime warranty.  I hope Wilson Combat sells these knives like a 
California wildfire.  Overall grade: A+  


