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Test firearm: Glock 21SF, .45ACP pistol with Heinie SlantPro Ledge front and rear  
                      sights  
 
Ammunition used during the test:  
 

• 300 PMC 230gr FMJ 
• 40 Federal Premium Personal Defense 230gr Hydra-Shok JHP 
• 40 Wilson Combat 185gr TACXP +P 

 
Air temperature: 32 degrees with a wind chill factor of 17. 
 
Initial Impression: Upon removing the barrel from its packaging I was confident that I 
had a winner.  From the muzzle to the chamber the quality of machining and finish is 
superb. The crown is robust and precise, the rifling is distinct and crystal-clear, the ramp 
has the exacting character of an Olympic ski slope and the chamber is as smooth as 
Eastern silk.  The first thought that came to mind was that if this barrel performs as well 
as it looks, this is going to be a must-have item. Grade: A+ 
 
Barrel Fitting: Barrels normally require fitting, and that’s no job for an amateur. My 
barrel entered the Glock’s slide easily but with absolutely no room to spare.  It locked 
properly into place and I was confident that it was ready to test fire.  Because I know 
enough to know that I don’t know everything there is to know about properly fitting a 
barrel, I faithfully adhered to the instructions included and had it checked out by a 
pistolsmith.  I took the pistol to a friend who is a smith and asked him to take a look.  He 
examined the fit and declared it safe and ready to use.  In my case, this was truly a drop-
in part. Magnificent. Grade: A+   
 
Barrel Prep: Before testing the barrel, I thoroughly cleaned the bore with WC bore 
cleaner and then applied a conservative amount of WC oil, a great product in and of 
itself, to the hood and forward end. 
 
Test Cycling: At the range, I loaded each of my four 13-round magazines to capacity and 
cycled a combination of factory 230gr FMJ and HP cartridges through the weapon by 
hand, checking for any problems or abnormalities.  The WC barrel gobbled them all up 
without incident.  Grade: A+ 



 
 
Live fire: A total of 380 rounds, as described above, were fired during the course of my 
test. The majority of rounds were fired from a standing isosceles position.  
 
To test function and reliability I shot slow fire to rapid fire. Function and reliability were 
totally flawless. 
 
To test general accuracy, I started by setting some well-shaken generic soda cans about 
60 yards downrange.  They did not last long at all, neither did the clay pigeons.  This was 
way too easy, but fun.  I then set up some B-34 reduced silhouette police targets at 10 and 
15 yards. These targets are small, measuring 11” wide by 21” in height.  The X-ring is 1 
inch wide and 1 ½ inches in height.  Because the majority of defensive shootings 
throughout the United States take place at 7 yards and less, I tend to practice with 
defense-grade handguns at distances varying from 1 to 15 yards, adding a few at the 25 
yard line now and then as well. Using the smaller B-34 targets makes these distances 
even more challenging.  The accuracy produced by this barrel exceeded my expectations.  
 
Using my old USAF field jacket as a makeshift rest, I shot a five-round group of PMC 
230gr FMJ factory ammo into the B-34 target at 10 yards that measured ½”.  I then fired 
a three-round group into another B-34 at 15 yards that measured 5/8.”  These are 
extremely nice groups that say a lot about the quality and capability of this barrel.   
 
In sum, I love everything about this barrel, and it’s staying in my Glock.  There is no 
doubt in my mind that this barrel is capable of great accuracy at distances far beyond 
those I generally tend to shoot.  In my opinion, anyone who owns a Glock should do two 
things: have a Wilson barrel fitted and have a set of quality sights installed.  This barrel 
has earned my highest recommendation. It’s one of those accessories that’s actually a 
necessity if you want to get the most performance from your Glock.  In fact, this barrel 
will help transform your defense-grade pistol into one capable of producing match-grade 
scores.  Grade A+  
 

Wilson Shok-Buffers for Glocks 
 

Before testing the Wilson barrel, I installed a WC Shok-Buffer.   
 

• It’s a quality item that fit into place with extreme ease 
• After nearly 400 rounds the buffer appeared just fine 
• Reliability was flawless 
• Felt recoil appeared reduced 

 
My only criticism is that $9.95 is pricy.  I would like to see its cost reduced.     
 
I am an outspoken proponent of WC Shok-Buffers for 1911 pistols.  This buffer should 
do for Glocks what it has done for 1911s worldwide.  I strongly recommend this product 
as well.   


